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Chapter 1 

Communication 

Communication (from Latin commūnicāre, meaning "to share" ) is the activity of 

conveying information through the exchange of thoughts, messages, or information, as by 

speech, visuals, signals, writing, or behavior. It is the meaningful exchange of information 

between two or more living creatures. 

One definition of communication is ―any act by which one person gives to or receives from 

another person information about that person's needs, desires, perceptions, knowledge, or 

affective states. Communication may be intentional or unintentional, may involve conventional 

or unconventional signals, may take linguistic or non-linguistic forms, and may occur through 

spoken or other modes.‖   

Communication requires a sender, a message, and a recipient, although the receiver doesn't have 

to be present or aware of the sender's intent to communicate at the time of communication; thus 

communication can occur across vast distances in time and space. Communication requires that 

the communicating parties share an area of communicative commonality. The communication 

process is complete once the receiver understands the sender's message. 

Communicating with others involves three primary steps:  

 Thought: First, information exists in the mind of the sender. This can be a concept, idea, 

information, or feelings. 

 Encoding: Next, a message is sent to a receiver in words or other symbols. 

 Decoding: Lastly, the receiver translates the words or symbols into a concept or 

information that a person can understand. 

There are a variety of verbal and non-verbal forms of communication. These include body 

language, eye contact, sign language, haptic communication, and chronemics. Other examples 

are media content such as pictures, graphics, sound, and writing. The Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities also defines the communication to include the display of 

text, Braille, tactile communication, large print, accessible multimedia, as well as written 

and plain language, human-reader, augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of 
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communication, including accessible information and communication technology. Feedback is a 

critical component of effective communication. 

 

The Seven Barriers of Communication 

Most people would agree that communication between two individuals should be simple. It‘s 

important to remember that there are differences between talking and communicating. When you 

communicate, you are successful in getting your point across to the person you‘re talking to. 

When we talk, we tend to erect barriers that hinder our ability to communicate. There are seven 

of these types of barriers to effective communication. 

1. Physical barriers are easy to spot – doors that are closed, walls that are erected, and distance 

between people all work against the goal of effective communication. While most agree that 

people need their own personal areas in the workplace, setting up an office to remove physical 

barriers is the first step towards opening communication. Many professionals who work in 

industries that thrive on collaborative communication, such as architecture, purposefully design 

their workspaces around an ―open office‖ plan. This layout eschews cubicles in favor of desks 

grouped around a central meeting space. While each individual has their own dedicated work 

space, there are no visible barriers to prevent collaboration with their co-workers. This 

encourages greater openness and frequently creates closer working bonds. 

2. Perceptual barriers, in contrast, are internal. If you go into a situation thinking that the 

person you are talking to isn‘t going to understand or be interested in what you have to say, you 

may end up subconsciously sabotaging your effort to make your point. You will employ 

language that is sarcastic, dismissive, or even obtuse, thereby alienating your conversational 

partner. Think of movie scenarios in which someone yells clipped phrases at a person they 

believe is deaf. The person yelling ends up looking ridiculous while failing to communicate 

anything of substance. 

3. Emotional barriers can be tough to overcome, but are important to put aside to engage in 

conversations. We are often taught to fear the words coming out of our own mouths, as in the 

phrase ―anything you say can and will be used against you.‖ Overcoming this fear is difficult, but 

necessary. The trick is to have full confidence in what you are saying and your qualifications in 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_and_communication_technology
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saying it. People often pick up on insecurity. By believing in yourself and what you have to say, 

you will be able to communicate clearly without becoming overly involved in your emotions. 

4. Cultural barriers are a result of living in an ever shrinking world. Different cultures, whether 

they be a societal culture of a race or simply the work culture of a company, can hinder 

developed communication if two different cultures clash. In these cases, it is important to find a 

common ground to work from. In work situations, identifying a problem and coming up with a 

highly efficient way to solve it can quickly topple any cultural or institutional barriers. Quite 

simply, people like results. 

5. Language barriers seem pretty self-inherent, but there are often hidden language barriers that 

we aren‘t always aware of. If you work in an industry that is heavy in jargon or technical 

language, care should be taken to avoid these words when speaking with someone from outside 

the industry. Without being patronizing, imagine explaining a situation in your industry to a 

child. How would you convey these concepts without relying on jargon? A clear, direct narrative 

is preferable to an incomprehensible slew of specialty terms. 

6. Gender barriers have become less of an issue in recent years, but there is still the possibility 

for a man to misconstrue the words of a woman, or vice versa. Men and women tend to form 

their thoughts differently, and this must be taken into account when communicating. This 

difference has to do with how the brain of each sex is formed during gestation. In general, men 

are better at spatial visualization and abstract concepts such as math, while women excel at 

language-based thinking and emotional identification. However, successful professionals in 

highly competitive fields tend to have similar thought processes regardless of their gender. 

7. Interpersonal barriers are what ultimately keep us from reaching out to each other and 

opening ourselves up, not just to be heard, but to hear others. Oddly enough, this can be the most 

difficult area to change. Some people spend their entire lives attempting to overcome a poor self-

image or a series of deeply rooted prejudices about their place in the world. They are unable to 

form genuine connections with people because they have too many false perceptions blocking 

the way. Luckily, the cure for this is more communication. By engaging with others, we learn 

what our actual strengths and weaknesses are. This allows us to put forth our ideas in a clear, 

straightforward manner. 

Communication is not a one-way street. To have others open up to you, you must be open 

yourself. By overcoming these barriers to communication, you can ensure that the statement you 



are making is not just heard, but also understood, by the person you are speaking with. In this 

way, you can be confident that your point has been expressed. 

Have you had difficulty communicating an idea in the past? Were you able to solve 

the problem? Is so, how? 

Principles of Effective Communication 

Many definitions describe communication as a transfer of information, thoughts or ideas to 

create shared understanding between a sender and a receiver. The information may be written or 

spoken, professional or social, personal or impersonal to name a few possibilities. Basically, the 

communication process involves a sender, receiver, message, channel and feedback. However, 

this simplistic description significantly under-represents what can actually be a very complex 

process. Essential issues to be aware of in any communication situation are: 

 Content refers to the actual words or symbols of the message that are known as language - 

the spoken and written words combined into phrases that make grammatical sense. 

Importantly, we all use and interpret the meanings of words differently, so even simple 

messages can be misunderstood. And many words have different meanings to confuse the 

issue even more. 

 Process refers to the way the message is delivered - the nonverbal elements in speech such as 

the tone of voice, the look in the sender‘s eyes, body language, hand gestures and state of 

emotions (anger, fear, uncertainty, confidence, etc.) that can be detected. The non-verbals 

that we use often cause messages to be misunderstood as we tend to believe what we see 

more than what we hear. Indeed, we often trust the accuracy of nonverbal behaviors more 

than verbal behaviors. A well-known UCLA study found that only around 7% of the meaning 

of spoken communication came from words alone, 55% came from facial expression and 

38% came from the way the words were said. 

 Context refers to the situation or environment in which your message is delivered. Important 

contextual factors that can subtly influence the effectiveness of a message include the 

physical environment (eg. a patient‘s bedside, ward office, quiet room etc.), cultural factors 

(eg. international cultures, organisational cultures and so on) and developmental factors (eg. 

http://brandedcv.com/


first, second or third year student, experience in similar clinical settings, stage of the 

practicum etc.). 

The goal of communication between a sender and a receiver is understanding of the message 

being sent. Anything that interferes with this can be referred to as ‗noise‘. Communication noise 

can influence our interpretation of messages and significantly affect our perception of 

interactions with others. Read more about some examples of noise. 

However, there are a number of strategies that can help to help minimise communication noise 

and maximise communication efficiency. Read more about these strategies. 

Developing competence in communication, particularly in the professional context, requires 

ongoing practice and reflection on practice. Watch these Videos for practical suggestions from 

students and staff for enhancing communication in the workplace. While you‘re watching the 

videos, think about your own communication skills and what you can learn from the information 

in this section that will help you communicate even more effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 2 

Non-Verbal Communication 

Definition (CBC): ―nonverbal communication involves those nonverbal stimuli in a 

communication setting that are generated by both the source [speaker] and his or her use 

of the environment and that have potential message value for the source or receiver 

[listener]  (Samovar et al).   Basically it is sending and receiving messages in a variety of 

ways without the use of verbal codes (words).  It is both intentional and unintentional.  

Most speakers / listeners are not conscious of this.   It includes — but is not limited to: 

 touch 

 glance 

 eye contact (gaze) 

 volume 

 vocal nuance 

 proximity 

 gestures 

 facial expression  

 pause (silence) 

 intonation 

 dress 

 posture 

 smell 

 word choice and syntax 

 sounds (paralanguage) 

Broadly speaking, there are two basic categories of non-verbal language: 

 nonverbal messages produced by the body; 

 nonverbal messages produced by the broad setting (time, space, silence) 

 



Categories Of Non-Verbal Communication 

According to experts, a substantial portion of our communication is nonverbal. Every day, we 

respond to thousands on nonverbal cues and behaviors including postures, facial expression, eye 

gaze, gestures, and tone of voice. From our handshakes to our hairstyles, nonverbal details reveal 

who we are and impact how we relate to other people. 

Scientific research on nonverbal communication and behavior began with the 1872 publication 

of Charles Darwin's The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals. Since that time, there 

has been an abundance of research on the types, effects and expressions of unspoken 

communication and behavior. While these signals are often so subtle that we are not consciously 

aware of them, research has identified several different types of nonverbal communication. 

In many cases, we communicate information in nonverbal ways using groups of behaviors. For 

example, we might combine a frown with crossed arms and unblinking eye gaze to indicate 

disapproval. 

1. Facial Expression 

Facial expressions are responsible for a huge proportion of nonverbal communication. Consider 

how much information can be conveyed with a smile or a frown. While nonverbal 

communication and behavior can vary dramatically between cultures, the facial expressions for 

happiness, sadness, anger and fear are similar throughout the world. 

2. Gestures 

Deliberate movements and signals are an important way to communicate meaning without 

words. Common gestures include waving, pointing, and using fingers to indicate numeric 

amounts. Other gestures are arbitrary and related to culture. 



3. Paralinguistics 

Paralinguistics refers to vocal communication that is separate from actual language. This 

includes factors such as tone of voice, loudness, inflection and pitch. Consider the powerful 

effect that tone of voice can have on the meaning of a sentence. When said in a strong tone of 

voice, listeners might interpret approval and enthusiasm. The same words said in a hesitant tone 

of voice might convey disapproval and a lack of interest. 

4. Body Language and Posture 

Posture and movement can also convey a great deal on information. Research on body language 

has grown significantly since the 1970's, but popular media have focused on the over-

interpretation of defensive postures, arm-crossing, and leg-crossing, especially after the 

publication of Julius Fast's book Body Language. While these nonverbal behaviors can indicate 

feelings and attitudes, research suggests that body language is far more subtle and less definitive 

that previously believed. 

5. Proxemics 

People often refer to their need for "personal space," which is also an important type of 

nonverbal communication. The amount of distance we need and the amount of space we perceive 

as belonging to us is influenced by a number of factors including social norms, situational 

factors, personality characteristics and level of familiarity. For example, the amount of personal 

space needed when having a casual conversation with another person usually varies between 18 

inches to four feet. On the other hand, the personal distance needed when speaking to a crowd of 

people is around 10 to 12 feet. 

6. Eye Gaze 

Looking, staring and blinking can also be important nonverbal behaviors. When people 

encounter people or things that they like, the rate of blinking increases and pupils dilate. Looking 

at another person can indicate a range of emotions, including hostility, interest and attraction. 

http://psychology.about.com/od/socialpsychology/a/attitudes.htm


7. Haptics 

Communicating through touch is another important nonverbal behavior. There has been a 

substantial amount of research on the importance of touch in infancy and early childhood.Harry 

Harlow's classic monkey study demonstrated how the deprivation of touch and contact impedes 

development. Baby monkeys raised by wire mothers experienced permanent deficits in behavior 

and social interaction. Touch can be used to communicate affection, familiarity, sympathy and 

other emotions. 

8. Appearance 

Our choice of color, clothing, hairstyles and other factors affecting appearance are also 

considered a means of nonverbal communication. Research on color psychology has 

demonstrated that different colors can evoke different moods. Appearance can also alter 

physiological reactions, judgments and interpretations. Just think of all the subtle judgements 

you quickly make about someone based on his or her appearance. These first impressions are 

important, which is why experts suggest that job seekers dress appropriately for interviews with 

potential employers. 

Characteristics of Language 

Language is, today, an inseparable part of human society. Human civilization has been possible 

only through language. It is through language only that humanity has come out of the stone age 

and has developed science, art and technology in a big way.  Language is a means of 

communication, it is arbitrary, it is a system of systems. We know that Speech is primary while 

writing is secondary. 

 

Language is human so it differs from animal communication in several ways.  Language can 

have scores of characteristics but the following are the most important ones: language is 

arbitrary, productive, creative, systematic, vocalic, social, non-instinctive and conventional. 

These characteristics of language set human language apart from animal communication. Some 

of these features may be part of animal communication; yet they do not form part of it in total. 

 

http://psychology.about.com/od/historyofpsychology/p/harlow_love.htm
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Language is Arbitrary: Language is arbitrary in the sense that there is no inherent relation 

between the words of a language and their meanings or the ideas conveyed by them. There is no 

reason why a female adult human being be called a woman in English, aurat in Urdu, Zen in 

Persian and Femine in French. The choice of a word selected to mean a particular thing or idea is 

purely arbitrary but once a word is selected for a particular referent, it comes to stay as such. It 

may be noted that had language not been arbitrary, there would have been only one language in 

the world. 

Language is Social: Language is a set of conventional communicative signals used by humans 

for communication in a community. Language in this sense is a possession of a social group, 

comprising an indispensable set of rules which permits its members to relate to each other, to 

interact with each other, to co-operate with each other; it is a social institution. Language exists 

in society; it is a means of nourishing and developing culture and establishing human relations. 

Language is Symbolic: Language consists of various sound symbols and their graphological 

counterparts that are employed to denote some objects, occurrences or meaning. These symbols 

are arbitrarily chosen and conventionally accepted and employed. Words in a language are not 

mere signs or figures, but symbols of meaning. The intelligibility of a language depends on a 

correct interpretation of these symbols. 

Language is Systematic: Although language is symbolic, yet its symbols are arranged in a 

particular system. All languages have their system of arrangements. Every language is a system 

of systems. All languages have phonological and grammatical systems, and within a system there 

are several sub-systems. For example, within the grammatical system we have morphological 

and syntactic systems, and within these two sub-systems we have systems such as those of 

plural, of mood, of aspect, of tense, etc. 

Language is Vocal: Language is primarily made up of vocal sounds only produced by a 

physiological articulatory mechanism in the human body. In the beginning, it appeared as vocal 

sounds only. Writing came much later, as an intelligent attempt to represent vocal sounds. 

Writing is only the graphic representation of the sounds of the language. So the linguists say that 

speech is primary. 



Language is Non-instinctive, Conventional: No language was created in a day out of a 

mutually agreed upon formula by a group of humans. Language is the outcome of evolution and 

convention. Each generation transmits this convention on to the next. Like all human institutions 

languages also change and die, grow and expand. Every language then is a convention in a 

community. It is non-instinctive because it is acquired by human beings. No body gets a 

language in heritage; he acquires it because he an innate ability. 

Language is Productive and Creative: Language has creativity and productivity. The structural 

elements of human language can be combined to produce new utterances, which neither the 

speaker nor his hearers may ever have made or heard before any, listener, yet which both sides 

understand without difficulty. Language changes according to the needs of society.  

Finally, language has other characteristics such as Duality referring to the two systems of sound 

and meaning, Displacement which means the ability to talk across time and 

space, Humanness which means that animals cannot acquire it, Universality which refers to the 

equilibrium across humanity on linguistic grounds, Competenceand Performance which means 

that language is innate and produced is society and furthermore, language is culturally 

transmitted. It is learnt by an individual from his elders, and is transmitted from one generation 

to another.  Thus using J. Firth‘s term, language is a ‗polysystametic‘. It is also open to be 

studied from multifaceted angles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 3 

The Functions of Language 

It basically includes its purpose; what it does; its uses 

1. Informative language function: essentially, the communication of information. 

a. The informative function affirms or denies propositions, as in science or the statement of a 

fact.. 

b. This function is used to describe the world or reason about it (e.g.., whether a state of affairs 

has occurred or not or what might have led to it). 

c. These sentences have a truth value; that is, the sentences are either true or false (recognizing, 

of course, that we might not know what that truth value is).  Hence, they are important for logic. 

2. Expressive language function: reports feelings or attitudes of the writer (or speaker), or of the 

subject, or evokes feelings in the reader (or listener). 

a. Poetry and literature are among the best examples, but much of, perhaps most of, ordinary 

language discourse is the expression of emotions, feelings or attitudes. 

b. Two main aspects of this function are generally noted: (1) evoking certain feelings and (2) 

expressing feelings. 

c. Expressive discourse, qua expressive discourse, is best regarded as neither true or false. E.g., 

Shakespeare's King Lear's lament, "Ripeness is all!" or Dickens' "It was the best of times, it was 

the worst of times; it was the age of wisdom; it was the age of foolishness…" Even so, the 

"logic" of "fictional statements" is an interesting area of inquiry. 

3. Directive language function: language used for the purpose of causing (or preventing) overt 

action. 

a. The directive function is most commonly found in commands and requests. 



b. Directive language is not normally considered true or false (although various logics of 

commands have been developed). 

c. Example of this function: "Close the windows."  The sentence "You're smoking in a 

nonsmoking area,‖ although declarative, can be used to mean "Do not smoke in this area." 

Displacement 

When your pet cat comes home and stands at your feet calling meow, you are likely to 

understand this message as relating to that immediate time and place. If you ask your cat where it 

has been and what it has been up to, you'll probably get the same meowresponse. Animal 

communication seems to be designed exclusively for this moment, here and now. It cannot 

effectively be used to relate events that are far removed in time and place. When your dog 

says GRRR, it means GRRR, right now, because dogs don't seem to be capable of 

communicating GRRR, last night, over in the park. In contrast, human language users are 

normally capable of producing messages equivalent to GRRR, last night, over in the park, and 

then going on to say In fact, I'll be going back tomorrow for some more. Humans can refer to 

past and future time. This property of human language is called displacement. . . . Indeed, 

displacement allows us to talk about things and places (e.g. angels, fairies, Santa Claus, 

Superman, heaven, hell) whose existence we cannot even be sure of." 

The Physiology of Speech 

The process of producing speech sounds: 

 lungs: fill with air 

 contraction of rib cage forces air from the lungs into the trachea - the volume of air 

determines the amplitude of the sound 

 trachea (windpipe): conveys air to the vocal tract. The vocal cords, at the top of the trachea, 

separate the trachea from the base of the vocal tract 

 vocal tract :consists of 

  



1. pharynx (throat) 

2. mouth 

3. nose 

 the shape and size of the vocal tract vary by positioning the articulators: the tongue, teeth and 

lips 

 the shape of the vocal tract determines the type of speech sound - e.g., the /a/ in "hat" vs the 

/i/ in "hit" 

Speech differs from breathing in that at some point in the path you set the air in rapid motion or 

vibration 

Two principal components of speech production 

A. Excitation - create a sound by setting the air in rapid motion 

B. Vocal tract - "shape" the sound 

A. Excitation: three principal forms 

1. Phonation: vibration of vocal cords 

The vocal cords consist of ligament and muscle, and are adjustable under muscle control. The 

cartilage surrounding the vocal cords provides support. The opening that allows air to pass 

through the vocal cords from the trachea to the larynx is called the glottis. 

There are two modes of operation of the vocal cords: 

a) Vibrating 

 cords tense, pressed together - no air flows 

 air pressure from the lungs forces them open 

 local pressure is reduced --> cords close 

 the cycle repeats 



The result is a quasi-periodic release of air into the pharynx. The fundamental frequency of the 

vocal cord opening/closing cycle becomes the fundamental frequency (informally, the "pitch") of 

the resulting sound. 

The tenser the vocal cords  

-- the higher the pitch 

-- the shorter the period 

Typical frequency of vocal cord open/close cycle: 

male: 128 Hz 

female: 256 Hz 

b. Non-vibrating 

 vocal cords open 

 air flows from trachea to pharynx without interruption 

 not an excitation since the air isn't set into rapid motion 

2. Frication: Turbulent air flow 

 "noise source" 

 the excitation is set up by forcing air past a constriction at some point in the vocal tract 

e.g., /f/ in "for": top teeth & bottom lip 

e.g., /th/ in "thin": tongue & top teeth 

 can combine frication with phonation 

e.g., /v/ as in "vote" top teeth & bottom lip as in /f/, combined with phonation 

 one special case: form constriction by partially closing the vocal cords, held rigid - not 

periodic airflow 

get /h/ as in hot, or whispering 



 Plosive: Closure at some point in the vocal tract, followed by a release of air 

e.g., /p/ as in "pot": closure at lips 

 can be combined with vocal cord vibration: phonation and plosive 

/b/ as in "boy": closure at lips closure as in /p/, combined with phonation 

Place of articulation 

In articulatory phonetics, the place of articulation (also point of articulation) of a consonant is 

the point of contact where an obstruction occurs in thevocal tract between an articulatory 

gesture, an active articulator (typically some part of the tongue), and a passive location 

(typically some part of the roof of the mouth). Along with the manner of articulation and 

the phonation, this gives the consonant its distinctive sound. 

The terminology in this article has been developed to precisely describe all the consonants in all 

the world's spoken languages. No known language distinguishes all of the places described here, 

so less precision is needed to distinguish the sounds of a particular language. 

Place of articulation (passive) 

The passive place of articulation is the place on the more stationary part of the vocal tract where 

the articulation occurs. It can be anywhere from the lips, upper teeth, gums, or roof of the mouth 

to the back of the throat. Although it is a continuum, there are several contrastive areas such that 

languages may distinguish consonants by articulating them in different areas, but few languages 

will contrast two sounds within the same area unless there is some other feature which contrasts 

as well. The following areas are contrastive: 

 The upper lip (labial) 

 The upper teeth, either on the edge of the teeth or inner surface (dental) 

 The alveolar ridge, the gum line just behind the teeth (alveolar) 

 The back of the alveolar ridge (post-alveolar) 

 The hard palate on the roof of the mouth (palatal) 

 The soft palate further back on the roof of the mouth (velar) 

 The uvula hanging down at the entrance to the throat (uvular) 
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 The throat itself, AKA the pharynx (pharyngeal) 

 The epiglottis at the entrance to the windpipe, above the voice box (epiglottal) 

These regions are not strictly separated. For instance, in many languages the surface of the 

tongue contacts a relatively large area from the back of the upper teeth to the alveolar ridge; this 

is common enough to have received its own name, denti-alveolar. Likewise, the alveolar and 

post-alveolar regions merge into each other, as do the hard and soft palate, the soft palate and the 

uvula, and indeed all adjacent regions. Terms like pre-velar (intermediate between palatal and 

velar), post-velar (between velar and uvular), and upper vs lowerpharyngeal may be used to 

specify more precisely where an articulation takes place. However, although a language may 

contrast pre-velar and post-velar sounds, it will not also contrast them with palatal and uvular 

sounds (of the same type of consonant), so that contrasts are limited to the number above if not 

always their exact location. 

Place of articulation   

The articulatory gesture of the active place of articulation involves the more mobile part of the 

vocal tract. This is typically some part of the tongue or lips. The following areas are known to be 

contrastive: 

 The lower lip (labial) 

 Various parts of the front of the tongue: 

 The tip of the tongue (apical) 

 The upper front surface of the tongue just behind the tip, called the blade of the tongue 

(laminal) 

 The surface of the tongue under the tip (subapical) 

 The body of the tongue (dorsal) 

 The base AKA root of the tongue in the throat (radical) 

 The epiglottis, the flap at the base of the tongue (epiglottal) 

 The aryepiglottic folds at the entrance to the larynx (also epiglottal) 

 The glottis (laryngeal) 

In bilabial consonants both lips move, so the articulatory gesture is bringing together the lips, but 

by convention the lower lip is said to be active and the upper lip passive. Similarly, 
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in linguolabial consonants the tongue contacts the upper lip with the upper lip actively moving 

down to meet the tongue; nonetheless, in this gesture the tongue is conventionally said to be 

active and the lip passive, if for no other reason than the fact that the parts of the mouth below 

the vocal tract are typically active, and those above the vocal tract typically passive. 

In dorsal gestures different parts of the body of the tongue contact different parts of the roof of 

the mouth, but this cannot be independently controlled, so they are all subsumed under the 

term dorsal. This is unlike coronal gestures involving the front of the tongue, which is more 

flexible. 

The epiglottis may be active, contacting the pharynx, or passive, being contacted by the 

aryepiglottal folds. Distinctions made in these laryngeal areas are very difficult to observe and 

are the subject of ongoing investigation, with several as-yet unidentified combinations thought 

possible. 

The glottis acts upon itself. There is a sometimes fuzzy line between glottal, aryepiglottal, and 

epiglottal consonants and phonation, which uses these same areas. 

Unlike the passive articulation, which is a continuum, there are five discrete active articulators: 

the lip (labial consonants), the flexible front of the tongue (coronal consonants: laminal, apical, 

and subapical), the middle–back of the tongue (dorsal consonants), the root of the tongue 

together with the epiglottis (radical consonants), and the larynx (laryngeal consonants). These 

articulators are discrete in that they can act independently of each other, and two or more may 

work together in what is called coarticulation (see below). The distinction between the various 

coronal articulations, laminal, apical, and subapical, are however a continuum without clear 

boundaries. 
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Chapter 4 

Consonant 

In articulatory phonetics, a consonant is a speech sound that is articulated with complete or 

partial closure of the vocal tract. Examples are, pronounced with the lips;  pronounced with the 

front of the tongue;  pronounced with the back of the tongue;  pronounced in the throat; and , 

pronounced by forcing air through a narrow channel (fricatives); and [m] and [n], which have air 

flowing through the nose (nasals). Contrasting with consonants are vowels. 

Since the number of possible sounds in all of the world's languages is much greater than the 

number of letters in any one alphabet, linguists have devised systems such as the International 

Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to assign a unique and unambiguous symbol to each attested consonant. 

In fact, the English alphabet has fewer consonant letters than English has consonant sounds, 

so digraphs like "ch", "sh", "th", and "zh" are used to extend the alphabet, and some letters and 

digraphs represent more than one consonant. For example, the sound spelled "th" in "this" is a 

different consonant than the "th" sound in "thin". (In the IPA they are transcribed  and , 

respectively.) 

Terminology 

The word consonant comes from Latin oblique stem cōnsonant-, from cōnsonāns 

(littera) "sounding-together (letter)", a calque of Greek σύμυωνονsýmphōnon (plural sýmphōna).  

Dionysius Thrax calls consonants sýmphōna "pronounced with" because they can only be 

pronounced with a vowel. He divides them into two subcategories: hēmíphōna, semivowels 

("half-pronounced"), which correspond to continuants, not semivowels, and áphōna, mute or 

silent consonants ("unvoiced"), which correspond to stops, not voiceless consonants.  

This description does not apply to some human languages, such as the Salishan languages, in 

which stops sometimes occur without vowels (see Nuxálk), and the modern conception of 

consonant does not require co-occurrence with vowels. 
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Vowel 

In phonetics, a vowel is a sound in spoken language, such as an English ah! [ɑː] or oh! [oʊ], 

pronounced with an open vocal tract so that there is no build-up of air pressure at any point 

above the glottis. This contrasts with consonants, such as English sh! [ʃː], where there is a 

constriction or closure at some point along the vocal tract. A vowel is also understood to 

be syllabic: an equivalent open but non-syllabic sound is called a semivowel. 

In all oral languages, vowels form the nucleus or peak of syllables, whereas consonants form 

the onset and (in languages that have them) coda. However, some languages also allow other 

sounds to form the nucleus of a syllable, such as the syllabic l in the English word table  (the 

stroke under the lindicates that it is syllabic; the dot separates syllables), or the r in Serbo-

Croatian vrt  "garden". 

There is a conflict between the phonetic definition of "vowel" (a sound produced with no 

constriction in the vocal tract) and the phonological definition (a sound that forms the peak of a 

syllable). The approximants  and  illustrate this conflict: both are produced without much of a 

constriction in the vocal tract (so phonetically they seem to be vowel-like), but they occur on the 

edge of syllables, such as at the beginning of the English words "yet" and "wet" (which suggests 

that phonologically they are consonants). The American linguist Kenneth Pike (1943) suggested 

the terms "vocoid" for a phonetic vowel and "vowel" for a phonological vowel, so using this 

terminology, and are classified as vocoids but not vowels. However, Maddieson and Emmory 

(1985) demonstrated from a range of languages that semivowels are produced with a narrower 

constriction of the vocal tract than vowels, and so may be considered consonants on that basis.  

The word vowel comes from the Latin word vocalis, meaning "vocal" ("relating to voice").In 

English, the word vowel is commonly used to mean both vowel sounds and the written symbols 

that represent them. 
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Phoneme and Allophone: Introduction 

"It is the task of phonology to study which differences in sound are related to differences in 

meaning in a given language, in which way the discriminative elements ... are related to each 

other, and the rules according to which they may be combined into words and sentences." 

Linguistic units which cannot be substituted for each other without a change in meaning can be 

referred to as linguistically contrastive or significant units. Such units may be phonological, 

morphological, syntactic, semantic etc. 

Consonants versus vowels 

Consonants and vowels correspond to distinct parts of a syllable: The most sonorous part of the 

syllable (that is, the part that's easiest to sing), called the syllabic peak or nucleus, is typically a 

vowel, while the less sonorous margins (called the onset and coda) are typically consonants. 

Such syllables may be abbreviated CV, V, and CVC, where C stands for consonant and V stands 

for vowel. This can be argued to be the only pattern found in most of the world's languages, and 

perhaps the primary pattern in all of them. However, the distinction between consonant and 

vowel is not always clear cut: there are syllabic consonants and non-syllabic vowels in many of 

the world's languages. 

One blurry area is in segments variously called semivowels, semiconsonants, or glides. On the 

one side, there are vowel-like segments that are not in themselves syllabic but that form 

diphthongs as part of the syllable nucleus, as the i in English boil . On the other, there are 

approximants that behave like consonants in forming onsets but are articulated very much like 

vowels, as the y in English yes . Some phonologists model these as both being the underlying 

vowel /i/, so that the English word bit would phonemically be /bit/, beet would be /biit/, and yield 

would be phonemically /iiild/. Likewise, foot would be /fut/, food would be /fuud/, wood would 

be /uud/, and wooed would be /uuud/. However, there is a (perhaps allophonic) difference in 

articulation between these segments, with the  in  yes and  yield and the  wooed having more 

constriction and a more definite place of articulation than the  in boil or  bit or the  of  foot. 

The other problematic area is that of syllabic consonants, segments articulated as consonants but 

occupying the nucleus of a syllable. This may be the case for words such as church in rhotic 
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dialects of English, although phoneticians differ in whether they consider this to be a syllabic 

consonant, or a rhotic vowel, Some distinguish an approximant,  that corresponds to a vowel for 

rural others see these as a single phoneme.  

Other languages use fricative and often trilled segments as syllabic nuclei, as in Czech and 

several languages in Democratic Republic of the Congo, and China, including Mandarin 

Chinese. In Mandarin, they are historically allophones of /i/, and spelled that way in Pinyin. 

Ladefoged and Maddieson call these "fricative vowels" and say that "they can usually be thought 

of as syllabic fricatives that are allophones of vowels." That is, phonetically they are consonants, 

but phonemically they behave as vowels. 

Many Slavic languages allow the trill and the lateral as syllabic nuclei. In languages like Nuxalk, 

it is difficult to know what the nucleus of a syllable is, or if all syllables even have nuclei. If the 

concept of 'syllable' applies in Nuxalk, there are syllabic consonants in words like /sxs/ (/sxs/?) 

'seal fat'. Miyako in Japan is similar, with /fks/ 'to build' and /psks/ 'to pull'. 

Phonemes 

Phonemes are the linguistically contrastive or significant sounds (or sets of sounds) of a 

language. Such a contrast is usually demonstrated by the existence of minimal pairs or contrast 

in identical environment (C.I.E.). Minimal pairs are pairs of words which vary only by the 

identity of the segment (another word for a single speech sound) at a single location in the word 

If two segments contrast in identical environment then they must belong to different phonemes. 

A paradigm of minimal phonological contrasts is a set of words differing only by one speech 

sound. In most languages it is rare to find a paradigm that contrasts a complete class of 

phonemes (eg. all vowels, all consonants, all stops etc.). 

eg. the English stop consonants could be defined by the following set of minimally contrasting 

words:- 

i) /pɪn/ vs /bɪn/ vs /tɪn/ vs /dɪn/ vs /kɪn/ 
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Only /ɡ/ does not occur in this paradigm and at least one minimal pair must be found with each 

of the other 5 stops to prove conclusively that it is not a variant form of one of them. 

ii) /ɡɐn/ vs /pɐn/ vs /bɐn/ vs /tɐn/ vs /dɐn/ 

Again, only five stops belong to this paradigm. A single minimal pair contrasting /ɡ/ and /k/ is 

required now to fully demonstrate the set of English stop consonants. 

iii) /ɡæɪn/ vs /kæɪn/ 

Sometimes it is not possible to find a minimal pair which would support the contrastiveness of 

two phonemes and it is necessary to resort to examples of contrast in analogous environment 

(C.A.E.). C.A.E. is almost a minimal pair, however the pair of words differs by more than just 

the pair of sounds in question. Preferably, the other points of variation in the pair of words are as 

remote as possible (and certainly never adjacent and preferably not in the same syllable) from the 

environment of the pairs of sounds being tested. eg. /ʃ/ vs /ʒ/ in English are usually supported by 

examples of pairs such as "pressure" [preʃə] vs "treasure" [treʒə], where only the initial 

consonants differ and are sufficiently remote from the opposition being examined to be 

considered unlikely to have any conditioning effect on the selection of phones. The only true 

minimal pairs for these two sounds in English involve at least one word (often a proper noun) 

that has been borrowed from another language.  

A syntagmatic analysis of a speech sound, on the other hand, identifies a unit's identity within a 

language. In other words, it indicates all of the locations or contexts within the words of a 

particular language where the sound can be found. 

For example, a syntagm of the phone [n] in English could be in the form:- 

( #CnV..., #nV..., ...Vn#, ...VnC#, ...VnV..., etc.) 

whilst [ŋ] in English would be:- 

(...Vŋ#, ...VŋC#, ...VŋV..., etc) 



but would not include the word initial forms of the kind described for [n]. 

Note that in the above examples, "#" is used to represent a word or syllable boundary, "V" 

represents any vowel, and "C" represents another consonant. 

For example, examples of the type "#CnV..." would include "snow" [snəʉ], "snort" [snoːt]and 

"snooker" [snʉːkə]. In this case, the only consonant (for English) that can occupy the initial "C" 

slot is the phoneme /s/, and so the generalised pattern could be rewritten as "#snV...". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 5 

Allophones 

Allophones are the linguistically non-significant variants of each phoneme. In other words a 

phoneme may be realised by more than one speech sound and the selection of each variant is 

usually conditioned by the phonetic environment of the phoneme. Occasionally allophone 

selection is not conditioned but may vary form person to person and occasion to occasion. 

 A phoneme is a set of allophones or individual non-contrastive speech segments. Allophones are 

sounds, whilst a phoneme is a set of such sounds. 

Allophones are usually relatively similar sounds which are in mutually exclusive or 

complementary distribution (C.D.). The C.D. of two phones means that the two phones can 

never be found in the same environment (ie. the same environment in the senses of position in 

the word and the identity of adjacent phonemes). If two sounds are phonetically similar and they 

are in C.D. then they can be assumed to be allophones of the same phoneme. 

eg. in many languages voiced and voiceless stops with the same place of articulation do not 

contrast linguistically but are rather two phonetic realisations of a single phoneme 

(ie. /p/=[p,b],/t/=[t,d], and /k/=[k,ɡ]). In other words, voicing is not contrastive (at least for stops) 

and the selection of the appropriate allophone is in some contexts fully conditioned by phonetic 

context (eg. word medially and depending upon the voicing of adjacent consonants), and is in 

some contexts either partially conditioned or even completely unconditioned (eg. word initially, 

where in some dialects of a language the voiceless allophone is preferred, in others the voiced 

allophone is preferred, and in others the choice of allophone is a matter of individual choice). 

eg. Some French speakers choose to use the alveolar trill  when in the village and the more 

prestigious uvular trill  when in Paris. Such a choice is made for sociological reasons. 

SYLLABLE: A syllable is a unit of organization for a sequence of speech sounds. For example, 

the word water is composed of two syllables: wa and ter. A syllable is typically made up of 

asyllable nucleus (most often a vowel) with optional initial and final margins 

(typically, consonants). 
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Syllables are often considered the phonological "building blocks" of words. They can influence 

the rhythm of a language, its prosody, its poetic meter and its stress patterns. 

Syllabic writing began several hundred years before the first letters. The earliest recorded 

syllables are on tablets written around 2800 BC in the Sumerian city of Ur. This shift 

frompictograms to syllables has been called "the most important advance in the history of 

writing". 

A word that consists of a single syllable (like English dog) is called a monosyllable (and is said 

to be monosyllabic). Similar terms include disyllable (and disyllabic) for a word of two 

syllables; trisyllable (and trisyllabic) for a word of three syllables; 

and polysyllable (and polysyllabic), which may refer either to a word of more than three 

syllables or to any word of more than one syllable. 

Stress (linguistics) 

In linguistics, stress is the relative emphasis that may be given to certain syllables in a word, or 

to certain words in a phrase or sentence. The term is also used for similar patterns of phonetic 

prominence inside syllables. The word "accent" is often used with this sense, but it may be used 

for other kinds of prominence; stress specifically may thus be called stress accent or dynamic 

accent. 

The stress placed on syllables within words is called word stress or lexical stress. The stress 

placed on words within sentences is called sentence stress or prosodic stress. The latter is one 

of the three components of prosody, along with rhythm and intonation. 

Phonetic realization 

The ways stress manifests itself in the speech stream are highly language-dependent. In some 

languages, stressed syllables have a higher or lower pitch than non-stressed syllables – this is 

called pitch accent (or musical accent). Other features that may characterize stressed syllables 

include dynamic accent (loudness), qualitative accent (differences in place or manner of 

articulation, typically a more peripheral articulation), and quantitative accent (syllable length, 

equivalent to agogic accent in music theory). Stress may be realized to varying degrees on 

different words in a sentence; sometimes the difference between the acoustic signals of stressed 

and unstressed syllables may be minimal. 
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The possibilities for stress in tone languages are an area of ongoing research, but stress-like 

patterns have been observed in Mandarin Chinese.
[1]

 They are realized as alternations between 

syllables where the tones are carefully realized with a relatively large swing in fundamental 

frequency, and syllables where they are realized "sloppily" with typically a small swing. 

Stressed syllables are often perceived as being more forceful than non-stressed syllables. 

Research has shown, however, that although dynamic stress is accompanied by 

greaterrespiratory force, it does not mean a more forceful articulation in the vocal tract. 

(Much literature emphasizes the importance of pitch changes and pitch motions on stressed 

syllables, but experimental support for this idea is weak. Nevertheless, most experiments do not 

directly address the pitch of speech, which is a subjective perceived quantity. Experiments 

typically measure the speech fundamental frequency, which is objectively measurable, and 

strongly correlated with pitch, but not quite the same thing.) 

Lexical stress 

Lexical stress, or word stress, is the stress placed on a given syllable in a word. The position of 

lexical stress in a word may depend on certain general rules applicable in the language 

or dialect in question, although in some languages it is largely unpredictable, needing to be 

"learned" for each individual word. 

Languages in which the position of the stress can usually be predicted by a simple rule are said to 

have fixed stress. For example, in Czech, Finnish, Icelandic and Hungarian the stress almost 

always comes on the first syllable of a word; in Quechua and Polish the stress is almost always 

on the penultimate syllable; while in Macedonian it comes on theantepenult (third syllable from 

the end). Other languages have stress placed on different syllables but in a predictable way, as 

in Classical Arabic and Latin (where stress is conditioned by the structure of the penultimate 

syllable). They are said to have a regular stress rule. 

French words are sometimes said to be stressed on the final syllable, although French has no 

lexical stress at all: instead, prosodic stress (see below) is placed on the final syllable (or, if that 

is a schwa, the next-to-final syllable) of a string of words, which may be equivalent to a clause or 

a phrase. When a word is said alone, its last syllable is also the end of the phrase, so the stress is 

placed there. 
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Languages in which the position of stress in a word is less predictable are said to have variable 

stress. This applies to English and Russian, and to some extent to Italian andSpanish. Here stress 

is truly lexical: it must be memorized as part of the pronunciation of an individual word. In such 

languages stress may be phonemic, in that it can serve to distinguish otherwise identical words; 

for example, the English words insight and incite are distinguished in pronunciation only by the 

fact that the stress falls on the first syllable in the former and on the second syllable in the latter. 

Other examples include umschreiben ("rewrite") vs. umschreiben ("paraphrase, outline") in 

Germa (genitive (plural of "earth, land") in 

Russian, ancora ("anchor") and ancora ("more, still, yet") in Italian. English compound 

nouns can change their meaning based on stress, as with paper bág (a bag made of paper) 

and páper bag (a bag for carrying newspapers). 

Stress placement for some words may differ between dialects. For example, in British 

English the word labóratory is pronounced with primary stress on the second syllable, 

whileAmerican English stresses the first syllable, láboratory. 

Some languages (such as Spanish and Modern Greek) mark the position of lexical stress in 

their orthography. See Spelling and notation for stress below. 

Levels of stress 

Some languages are described as having both primary stress and secondary stress. A syllable 

with secondary stress is stressed relative to unstressed syllables, but not as strongly as a syllable 

with primary stress. As with primary stress, the position of secondary stress may be more or less 

predictable depending on language. In English it is not fully predictable; for example, the 

words organization and accumulation both have primary stress on the fourth syllable, but the 

secondary stress comes on the first syllable in the former word and on the second syllable in the 

latter. In some analyses, for example the one found in Chomsky and Halle's The Sound Pattern 

of English, English has been described as having four levels of stress: primary, secondary, 

tertiary, and "quaternary", but these treatments often disagree with each other. 

Peter Ladefoged and other phoneticians have noted that it is possible to describe English with 

only one degree of stress, as long as unstressed syllables are phonemically distinguished 

for vowel reduction. They believe that the multiple levels posited for English, whether primary–

secondary or primary–secondary–tertiary, are mere phonetic detail and not true phonemic stress, 
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and that often the alleged secondary stress is not characterized by the increase in respiratory 

activity normally associated with primary stress in English or with all stress in other languages. 

Prosodic stress 

Prosodic stress, or sentence stress, refers to stress patterns that apply at a higher level than the 

individual word – namely within a prosodic unit. It may involve a certain natural stress pattern 

characteristic of a given language, but may also involve the placing of emphasis on particular 

words because of their relative importance. 

An example of a natural prosodic stress pattern is that described for French above; stress is 

placed on the final syllable of a string of words (or if that is a schwa, the next-to-final syllable). 

A similar pattern has been claimed for English (see Levels of stress above): the traditional 

distinction between (lexical) primary and secondary stress is replaced partly by a prosodic rule 

stating that the final stressed syllable in a phrase is given additional stress. (A word spoken alone 

becomes such a phrase, hence such prosodic stress may appear to be lexical if the pronunciation 

of words is analyzed in a standalone context rather than within phrases.) 

Another type of prosodic stress pattern is quantity sensitivity – in some languages additional 

stress tends to be placed on syllables that are longer (moraically heavy). 

Prosodic stress is also often used pragmatically to emphasize (focus attention on) particular 

words or the ideas associated with them. Doing this can change or clarify the meaning of a 

sentence. 

In English, stress is most dramatically realized on focused or accented words. For instance, 

consider the dialogue 

"Is it brunch tomorrow?" 

"No, it's dinner tomorrow." 

In it, the stress-related acoustic differences between the syllables of "tomorrow" would be small 

compared to the differences between the syllables of "dinner", the emphasized word. In these 

emphasized words, stressed syllables such as "din" in "dinner" are louder and longer. They may 

also have a different fundamental frequency, or other properties. 
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Chapter 6 

Stress and vowel reduction 

In many languages, such as Russian and English, vowel reduction may occur when a vowel 

changes from a stressed to an unstressed position. In English, unstressed vowels may reduce 

to schwa-like vowels, though the details vary with dialect (see Stress and vowel reduction in 

English). The effect may be dependent on lexical stress (for example, the unstressed first syllable 

of the word photographer contains a schwa, whereas the stressed first syllable 

of photograph does not), or on prosodic stress (for example, the word of is pronounced with a 

schwa when it is unstressed within a sentence, but not when it is stressed. 

Most languages, such as Finnish and the mainstream dialects of Spanish, do not have unstressed 

vowel reduction; in these languages vowels in unstressed syllables have nearly the same quality 

as those in stressed syllables. 

Stress and rhythm 

Some languages, such as English, are said to be stress-timed languages; that is, stressed syllables 

appear at a roughly constant rate, and non-stressed syllables are shortened to accommodate this. 

This contrasts with languages that have syllable timing (e.g. Spanish) 

or mora timing (e.g. Japanese), where syllables or moras are spoken at a roughly constant rate 

regardless of stress. For details, see Isochrony. 

Intonation (linguistics) 

Not to be confused with inflection, tone (linguistics), or pitch accent. 

In linguistics, intonation is variation of spoken pitch that is not used to distinguish words; 

instead it is used for a range of functions such as indicating the attitudes and emotions of the 

speaker, signalling the difference between statements and questions, and between different types 

of question, focusing attention on important elements of the spoken message and also helping to 

regulate conversational interaction. It contrasts with tone, in which pitch variation in some 

languages does distinguish words, either lexically or grammatically. (The term tone is used by 

some British writers in their descriptions of intonation, but this is to refer to the pitch movement 
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found on the nucleus or tonic syllable in an intonation unit – see Intonation in English: British 

Analyses of English Intonation, below). 

Although intonation is primarily a matter of pitch variation, it is important to be aware that 

functions attributed to intonation such as the expression of attitudes and emotions, or 

highlighting aspects of grammatical structure, almost always involve concomitant variation in 

other prosodic features. Crystal
 
for example says that "...intonation is not a single system of 

contours and levels, but the product of the interaction of features from different prosodic systems 

– tone, pitch-range, loudness, rhythmicality and tempo in particular." 

Transcription of intonation 

Most transcription conventions have been devised for describing one particular accent or 

language, and the specific conventions therefore need to be explained in the context of what is 

being described. However, for general purposes the International Phonetic Alphabet offers the 

two intonation marks shown in the box at the head of this article. Global rising and falling 

intonation are marked with a diagonal arrow rising left-to-right and falling left-to-right  

respectively. These may be written as part of a syllable, or separated with a space when they 

have a broader scope: 

He found it on the street? 

Here the rising pitch on street indicates that the question hinges on that word, on where he found 

it, not whether he found it. 

Yes, he found it on the street. 

How did you ever escape? 

Here, as is common with wh- questions, there is a rising intonation on the question word, and a 

falling intonation at the end of the question. 

In many descriptions of English, the following intonation patterns are distinguished: 

 Rising Intonation means the pitch of the voice rises over time Falling Intonation means that 

the pitch falls with time Dipping or Fall-rise Intonation falls and then rises  

 Peaking or Rise-fall Intonation rises and then falls Functions of Intonation 
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All vocal languages use pitch pragmatically in intonation — for instance for emphasis, to convey 

surprise or irony, or to pose a question. Tonal languages such as Chinese andHausa use 

intonation in addition to using pitch for distinguishing words.  

Many writers have attempted to produce a list of distinct functions of intonation. Perhaps the 

longest was that of W.R.Lee who proposed ten. J.C. Wells and E.Couper-Kuhlen) both put 

forward six functions. Wells's list is given below; the examples are not his: 

 attitudinal function (for expressing emotions and attitudes) 

example: a fall from a high pitch on the 'mor' syllable of "good morning" suggests more 

excitement than a fall from a low pitch 

 grammatical function (to identify grammatical structure) 

example: it is claimed that in English a falling pitch movement is associated with statements, but 

a rising pitch turns a statement into a yes–no question, as in He's going ↗home?. This use of 

intonation is more typical of American English than of British. It is claimed that some languages, 

like Chickasaw and Kalaallisut, have the opposite pattern from English: rising for statements and 

falling with questions. 

 focusing (to show what information in the utterance is new and what is already known) 

example: in English I saw a ↘man in the garden answers "Whom did you see?" or "What 

happened?", while I ↘saw a man in the garden answers "Did you hear a man in the garden?" 

 discourse function (to show how clauses and sentences go together in spoken discourse) 

example: subordinate clauses often have lower pitch, faster tempo and narrower pitch range 

than their main clause,
[6]

 as in the case of the material in brackets in "The Red Planet [as it's 

known] is fourth from the sun" 

 psychological function (to organize speech into units that are easy to perceive, memorize and 

perform) 

example: the utterance "You can have it in red blue green yellow or ↘black" is more difficult to 

understand and remember than the same utterance divided into tone units as in "You can have it 

in ↗red | ↗blue | ↗green | ↗yellow | or ↘black" 
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 indexical function (to act as a marker of personal or social identity) 

example: group membership can be indicated by the use of intonation patterns adopted 

specifically by that group, such as street vendors or preachers. The so-called high rising terminal, 

where a statement ends with a high rising pitch movement, is said to be typical of younger 

speakers of English, and possibly to be more widely found among young female speakers. 
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Chapter 7 

Allomorph 

In linguistics, an allomorph is a variant form of a morpheme. The concept occurs when a unit of 

meaning can vary in sound without changing meaning. The term allomorphexplains the 

comprehension of phonological variations for specific morphemes. 

Allomorphy in English suffixes 

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this 

article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and 

removed 

English has several morphemes that vary in sound but not in meaning. Examples include the past 

tense and the plural morphemes. 

For example, in English, a past tense morpheme is -ed. It occurs in several allomorphs depending 

on its phonological environment, assimilating voicing of the previous segment or inserting 

a schwa when following an alveolar stop: 

 as / or /ɪd/ in verbs whose stem ends with the alveolar stops /t/ or /d/, such as 'hunted' / or 

'banded'  

 as /t/ in verbs whose stem ends with voiceless phonemes other than /t/, such as 'fished' /fɪʃt/ 

 as /d/ in verbs whose stem ends voiced phonemes other than /d/, such as 'buzzed'  

 Notice the "other than" restrictions above. This is a common fact about allomorphy: if the 

allomorphy conditions are ordered from most restrictive (in this case, after an alveolar stop) 

to least restrictive, then the first matching case usually "wins". Thus, the above conditions 

could be re-written as follows: 

 as /əd/ or /ɪd/ when the stem ends with the alveolar stops /t/ or /d/ 

 as /t/ when the stem ends with voiceless phonemes 

 as /d/ elsewhere 
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The fact that the /t/ allomorph does not appear after stem-final /t/, despite the fact that the latter is 

voiceless, is then explained by the fact that /əd/ appears in that environment, together with the 

fact that the environments are ordered. Likewise, the fact that the /d/ allomorph does not appear 

after stem-final /d/ is because the earlier clause for the /əd/allomorph takes priority; and the fact 

that the /d/ allomorph does not appear after stem-final voiceless phonemes is because the 

preceding clause for the /t/ takes priority. 

Irregular past tense forms, such as "broke" or "was/ were", can be seen as still more specific 

cases (since they are confined to certain lexical items, like the verb "break"), which therefore 

take priority over the general cases listed above. 

Stem allomorphy 

Allomorphy can also exist in stems or roots, as in Classical Sanskrit: 

Vāk (voice) 

 

There are three allomorphs of the stem: /vaːk/, /vaːtʃ/ and /vaːɡ/. The allomorphs are 

conditioned by the particular case-marking suffixes. 

 
Singular Plural 

Nominative /vaːk/ /vaːtʃ-as/ 

Genitive /vaːtʃ-as/ /vaːtʃ-aːm/ 

Instrumental /vaːtʃ-aː/ /vaːɡ-bʱis/ 

Locative /vaːtʃ-i/ /vaːk-ʂi/ 
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The form of the stem /vaːk/, found in the nominative singular and locative plural, is the 

etymological form of the morpheme. Pre-Indic palatalization of velars resulted in the variant 

form /vaːtʃ/, which was initially phonologically conditioned. This conditioning can still be seen 

in the Locative Singular form, where the /tʃ/ is followed by the high front vowel /i/. 

But subsequent merging of /e/ and /o/ into /a/ made the alternation unpredictable on phonetic 

grounds in the Genitive case (both Singular and Plural), as well as the Nominative Plural and 

Instrumental Singular. Hence, this allomorphy was no longer directly relatable to phonological 

processes. 

Phonological conditioning also accounts for the /vaːɡ/ form found in the Instrumental Plural, 

where the /ɡ/ assimilates in voicing to the following /bʱ/. 

History 

The term was originally used to describe variations in chemical structure. It was first applied to 

language (in writing) in 1948, by Fatih Şat and Sibel Merve in Language XXIV.  

Morpheme 

This article includes a list of references, but its sources remain unclear because it has 

insufficient inline citations. Please help to improve this article by introducing more precise 

citations 

Examples 

 "Unbreakable" comprises three morphemes: un- (a bound morpheme signifying "not"), -

break- (the root, a free morpheme), and -able (a bound morpheme signifying "can be done"). 

 Allomorphs of the plural morpheme for regular nouns: /s/(e.g. in cats /kæts/), /ɨz/ (e.g. 

in dishes /dɪʃɨz/), and /z/(e.g. in dogs /dɒɡz/). 

In linguistics, a morpheme is the smallest grammatical unit in a language. The field of study 

dedicated to morphemes is called morphology. A morpheme is not identical to a word, and the 
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principal difference between the two is that a morpheme may or may not stand alone, whereas a 

word, by definition, is freestanding. Every word comprises one or more morphemes. 

 

Classification of morphemes 

Free vs. bound 

Every morpheme can be classified as either free or bound. These categories are mutually 

exclusive, and as such, a given morpheme will belong to exactly one of them. 

 Free morphemes can function independently as words (e.g. town, dog) and can appear with 

other lexemes (e.g. town hall, doghouse). 

 Bound morphemes appear only as parts of words, always in conjunction with a root and 

sometimes with other bound morphemes. For example, un- appears only accompanied by 

other morphemes to form a word. Most bound morphemes in English are affixes, 

particularly prefixes and suffixes, examples of suffixes are: tion, ation, ible, ing, etc. Bound 

morphemes that are not affixes are called cranberry morphemes. 

Bound morphemes can be further classified as derivational or inflectional. 

 Derivational morphemes, when combined with a root, change either the semantic meaning 

or part of speech of the affected word. For example, in the word happiness, the addition of 

the bound morpheme -ness to the root happy changes the word from an adjective (happy) to 

a noun (happiness). In the word unkind, un- functions as a derivational morpheme, for it 

inverts the meaning of the word formed by the root kind. 

 Inflectional morphemes modify a verb's tense or a noun's number without affecting the 

word's meaning or class. Examples of applying inflectional morphemes to words are adding -

s to the root dog to form dogs and adding -ed to wait to form waited. 

Allomorphs 

Allomorphs are variants of a morpheme that differ in pronunciation but are semantically 

identical. For example, in English, the plural marker -(e)s of regular nouns can be pronounced /-

z/, /-s/, or /-ɨz/, depending on the final sound of the noun's singular form. 
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Morphological analysis. 

This section does not cite any references or sources. Please help improve this section 

by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed 

In natural language processing for Korean, Japanese, Chinese and other languages, 

morphological analysis is the process of segmenting a sentence into a row of morphemes. 

Morphological analysis is closely related to part-of-speech tagging, but word segmentation is 

required for these languages because word boundaries are not indicated by blank spaces.  

Changing definitions of morpheme 

This section does not cite any references or sources. Please help improve this section 

by adding citations to reliable sources 

In generative grammar, the definition of a morpheme depends heavily on whether syntactic trees 

have morphemes as leaves or features as leaves. 

 Direct surface to syntax mapping LFG – leaves are words 

 Direct syntax to semantics mapping 

 Leaves in syntactic trees spell out morphemes: Distributed morphology – leaves are 

morphemes 

 Branches in syntactic trees spell out morphemes: Radical Minimalism and Nanosyntax – 

leaves are "nano" morpho-syntactic features 

Given the definition of morpheme as "the smallest meaningful unit" Nanosyntax aims to account 

for idioms where it is often an entire syntactic tree which contributes "the smallest meaningful 

unit." An example idiom is "Don't let the cat out of the bag" where the idiom is composed of "let 

the cat out of the bag" and that might be considered a semantic morpheme, which is composed of 

many syntactic morphemes. Other cases where the "smallest meaningful unit" is larger than a 

word include some collocations such as "in view of" and "business intelligence" where the words 

together have a specific meaning. 

The definition of morphemes also play a significant role in the interfaces of generative grammar 

in the following theoretical constructs; 
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 Event semantics: the idea that each productive morpheme must have a compositional 

semantic meaning (a denotation), and if the meaning is there, there must be a morpheme 

(null or overt). 

 Spell-out: the interface where syntactic/semantic structures are "spelled-out" using words or 

morphemes with phonological content. This can also be thought of as lexical insertion into 

the syntactics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Event_semantics&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denotation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Null_morpheme
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spell-out&action=edit&redlink=1


 

Chapter 8 

Morphemes 

Types of Morphemes 

 Filed under: etalase, Proyeksi  

 September 28, 2010 

 One of linguistic sub-studies is morphology. It is a study of the internal structure of words 

(Haspelmath, 2002: 1). In morphology, there are some things to talk about such as types of 

morphemes. There are actually many sources talking about it whereas I will give an overview 

of Katamba‘s explanation. 

 1. Root, stem, base, and stem extender 

According to Katamba (1994: 41), words have internal structure which is created by word-

building elements. The elements include roots, affixes, stems, and bases. 

  Root  

Root is the irreducible core of a word, with absolutely nothing else attached to it. Roots can 

be free morphemes and bound morphemes. Roots which are capable of standing 

independently are free morphemes while bound morphemes are roots which are incapable of 

occurring in isolation (Katamba, 1994: 41). 

 The free morphemes include lexical morphemes and function words. Nouns, adjectives, 

verbs, prepositions and adverbs are parts of lexical morphemes, and articles, demonstratives, 

pronouns and conjunctions are parts of function words. 

 Although roots can be free morphemes, not all roots are free. Thus, the kinds of roots 

incapable of occurring in isolation are called bound morphemes. In English, the example of 

the morphemes is latinate affixes like –mit (as in permit, remit, commit, admit), -ceive (as in 

perceive, receive, conceive), pred- (as in predator, predatory, predation, depredate) and sed- 

(as in sedan, sedate, sedentary, sediment). 

  Affixes  

Affix is a morpheme which only occurs when attached to some other morpheme or 

morphemes such as a root or stem or base. There are three kinds of affixes which are 

explained as follows: 

• Prefix is an affix attached before a root or stem or base like re-, un-, and in-. 



• Suffix is an affix attached after a root or stem or base like –ly, -er, -ist, -s, -ing and –ed. 

• Infix is an affix inserted into the root itself. 

  Stems  

Stem is part of word that is in existence before any inflectional affixes. 

 Example: 

cats –> stem : cat, inflectional affix: -s 

workers –> stem: worker, inflectional: -s 

  Bases  

Base is any unit whatsoever to which affixes of any kind, inflectional affixes and derivational 

affixes, can be added. All roots are bases. Bases are called stems only in the context of 

inflectional morphology. 

Example: 

 Boys–> root: boy, stem: boy, base:boy, inflectional affix: -s 

Boyish–>root: boy, base:boy, derivational affix: -ish 

 Stem Extenders  

Besides those elements, there is another kind of the structure building elements called stem 

extender. 

 In English, empty formatives are interposed between the root, base or stem and an affix 

(Katamba, 1994: 46). For example, in the formation of plural form of child (children) and 

breth (brethren), the irregular allomorph –en can only be added after the stem has been 

extended by attaching –r to child and breth. 

 2. Inflectional and derivational morphemes 

Affix morphemes are divided into inflectional morphemes and derivational morphemes. 

They are bound morphemes. Those morphemes form words in different ways. 

Derivational morphemes form words either by changing the meaning of the base to which 

they are attached and by changing the word-class that a base belongs to. 

Example: 

WordRoot 

unkind–>root: kind, base: kind, derivational affix: -un (input: N, output: N) 

Kindly–> root: kind, base: kind, derivational affix: -ly (input: Adj, output: Adv) 



 In contrast to derivational morphemes, inflectional morphemes form words either by not 

changing the meaning of the base to which they are attached or by not changing the word-

class of the base belongs to. 

Example: 

 Books–> root: book, base: book, inflectional affix: -s (input=output: N) 

Walked–> root: walk, base: walk, inflectional affix:-ed (input=output: V) 

Definition: 

In linguistics, the ways in which new words are made on the basis of other words ormorphemes. 

Word-formation can denote either a state or a process, and it can be viewed 

eitherdiachronically or synchronically. 

Some Common Types of Word Formation: 

 Affixation 

 Back Formation 

 Blending 

 Clipping (Shortening, Truncation) 

 Compounding 

 Conversion 

 Denominal Adjective, Denominal Noun, and Denominal Verb 

 Derivation 

 Derivational Morpheme and Inflectional Morpheme 

 First-Sister Principle 

 Loan Translation (Calque) 

 Loanword 

 Neologism 
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Examples and Observations: 

 "Most English vocabulary arises by making new lexemes out of old ones--either by 

adding an affix to previously existing forms, altering their word class, or combining them to 

producecompounds. These processes of construction are of interest to grammarians as well 

aslexicologists . . .. But the importance of word-formation to the development of the lexiconis 

second to none . . .. After all, almost any lexeme, whether Anglo-Saxon or foreign, can be 

given an affix, change its word class, or help make a compound. Alongside the Anglo-

Saxonroot in kingly, for example, we have the French root in royally and the Latin root 

in regally. There is no elitism here. The processes of affixation, conversion, and compounding 

are all great levellers.") 

 

 Processes of Word-Formation 

"Apart from the processes that attach something to a base (affixation) and processes that do not 

alter the base (conversion), there are processes involving the deletion of material . . .. English 

christian names, for example, can be shortened by deleting parts of the base word (see 11a) This 

type of word formation is called truncation, with the term clipping also being used. 

(11a) Ron (-Aaron) 

(11a) Liz (-Elizabeth) 

(11a) Mike (-Michael) 

(11a) Trish (-Patricia) 

(11b) condo (-condominium) 

(11b) demo (-demonstration) 

(11b) disco (-discotheque)  

(11b) lab (-laboratory) 

Sometimes truncation and affixation can occur together, as with formations expressing 

intimacy or smallness, so-called diminutives: 
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(12) Mandy (-Amanda) 

(12) Andy (-Andrew) 

(12) Charlie (-Charles) 

(12) Patty (-Patricia) 

 (12) Robbie (-Roberta) 

We also find so-called blends, which are amalgamations of parts of different words, such 

assmog (-smoke/fog) or modem (modulator/demodulator). Blends based on orthography are 

called acronyms, which are coined by combining the initial letters of compounds or phrases 

into a pronounceable new word (NATO, UNESCO, etc.). 

Simple abbreviations like UK or USAare also quite common." 

(Ingo Plag, Word-Formation in English. Cambridge Univ. Press, 2003) 

 Academic Studies of Word-Formation 

"Following years of complete or partial neglect of issues concerning word formation (by 

which we mean primarily derivation, compounding, and conversion), the year 1960 marked a 

revival--some might even say a resurrection--of this important field of linguistic study. While 

written in completely different theoretical frameworks (structuralist vs.transformationalist), 

both Marchand's Categories and Types of Present-Day English Word-Formation in Europe and 

Lee's Grammar of English Nominalizations instigated systematic research in the field. As a 

result, a large number of seminal works emerged over the next decades, make the scope of 

word-formation research broader and deeper, thus contributing to better understanding of this 

exciting area of human language." 

(Pavol Štekauer and Rochelle Lieber, preface to Handbook of Word-Formation. Springer, 

2005) 

 

"Recent voices stressing the importance of investigating word formation in the light of 

cognitive processes can be interpreted from two general perspectives. First of all, they indicate 

that a structural approach to the architecture of words and a cognitive view are not 

incompatible. On the contrary, both perspectives try to work out regularities in language. What 
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sets them apart is the basic vision of how language is encapsulated in the mind and the ensuing 

choice of terminology in the description of the processes. . . .[C]ognitive linguistics concedes 

closely to the self-organizing nature of humans and their language, whereas generative-

structuralist perspectives represent external boundaries as given in the institutionalized order of 

human interaction." 

(Alexander Onysko and Sascha Michel, "Introduction: Unravelling the Cognitive in Word 

Formation." Cognitive Perspectives on Word Formation. Walter de Gruyter, 2010) 

 

 Birth and Death Rates of Words: X-Ray 

 "Just as a new species can be born into an environment, a word can emerge in a language. 

Evolutionary selection laws can apply pressure on the sustainability of new words since there are 

limited resources (topics, books, etc.) for the use of words. Along the same lines, old words can 

be driven to extinction when cultural and technological factors limit the use of a word, in 

analogy to the environmental factors that can change the survival capacity of a living species by 

altering its ability to survive and reproduce.  

"The English word 'Roentgenogram' derives from the Nobel prize winning scientist and 

discoverer of the X-ray, Wilhelm Röntgen (1845–1923). The prevalence of this word was 

quickly challenged by two main competitors, 'X-ray' (recorded as 'Xray' in the database) and 

'Radiogram.' The arithmetic mean frequency of these three time series is relatively constant over 

the 80-year period 1920–2000, 〈 f 〉 ≈ 10–7, illustrating the limited linguistic 'market share' 

that can be achieved by any competitor. We conjecture that the main reason 'Xray' has a higher 

frequency is due to the 'fitness gain' from its efficient short word length and also due to the fact 

that English has become the base language for scientific publication." 

(Alexander M. Petersen, Joel Tenenbaum, Shlomo Havlin, and H. Eugene Stanley,"Statistical 

Laws Governing Fluctuations in Word Use from Word Birth to Word Death." 
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Chapter 9 

English Grammar 

English grammar 

 Adjectives 

 Adverbs 

 Articles 

 Clauses 

 Compounds 

 Conditionals 

 Conjunctions 

 Determiners 

 Gender 

 Idiom 

 Interjections 

 Inversion 

 Nouns 

 Pronouns 

 Phrases 

 Plurals 

 Possessives 

 Prepositions 

 Verbs 

 Auxiliaries, contractions 

 Irregular verbs 

 Modal verbs 

 Passive voice 

 Phrasal verbs 
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 Subjunctive 

 Verb usage 

 Grammar disputes 

English grammar is the body of rules that describe the structure of expressions in the English 

language. This includes the structure of words,phrases, clauses and sentences. 

There are historical, social, and regional variations of English. Divergences from the grammar 

described here occur in some dialects of English. This article describes a generalized present-day 

Standard English, the form of speech found in types of public discourse including 

broadcasting,education, entertainment, government, and news reporting, including both formal 

and informal speech. There are certain differences in grammar between the standard forms of 

British English, American English and Australian English, although these are inconspicuous 

compared with thelexical and pronunciation differences. 

Word classes and phrases 

There are eight word classes, or parts of speech, that are distinguished in 

English: nouns, determiners, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, 

and conjunctions. (Determiners, traditionally classified along with adjectives, have not always 

been regarded as a separate part of speech.) Interjections are another word class, but these are not 

described here as they do not form part of the clause and sentence structure of the language.  

Nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs form open classes – word classes that readily accept new 

members, such as the noun celebutante (a celebrity who frequents the fashion circles), similar 

relatively new words. The others are regarded as closed classes. For example, it is rare for a new 

pronoun to be admitted to the language. 

English words are not generally marked for word class. It is not usually possible to tell from the 

form of a word which class it belongs to except, to some extent, in the case of words with 

inflectional endings or derivational suffixes. On the other hand, some words belong to more than 

one word class. For example run can serve as either a verb or a noun (these are regarded as two 

different lexemes). Lexemes may be inflected to express different grammatical categories. The 

lexeme run has the forms runs, ran, and running. Words in one class can sometimes 
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be derived from those in another. This has the potential to give rise to new words. The 

noun aerobics has recently given rise to the adjective aerobicized.  

Words combine to form phrases. A phrase typically serves the same function as a word from 

some particular word class. For example, my very good friend Peter is a phrase that can be used 

in a sentence as if it were a noun, and is therefore called a noun phrase. Similarly, adjective 

phrases and adverb phrases function as if they were adjectives or adverbs, but with other types of 

phrases the terminology has different implications. For example, a verb phrase consists of a verb 

together with any objects and other dependents; prepositional consists of a preposition together 

with its complement (and is therefore usually a type of adverb phrase); and a determiner 

phrase is a type of noun phrase containing a determiner. 

Nouns 

Nouns form the largest English word class. There are many common suffixes used to form nouns 

from other nouns or from other types of words, such as -age (as in shrinkage), -hood (as 

in sisterhood), and so on, although many nouns are base forms not containing any such suffix 

(such as cat, grass, France). Nouns are also often created by conversionof verbs or adjectives, as 

with the words talk and reading (a boring talk, the assigned reading). 

Unlike in many related languages, English nouns do not have grammatical gender (although 

many nouns refer specifically to male or female persons or animals, 

like mother, father,bull, tigress; see Gender in English). Nouns are sometimes classified 

semantically (by their meanings) as proper nouns and common 

nouns (Cyrus, China vs. frog, milk) or asconcrete nouns and abstract 

nouns (book, laptop vs. heat, prejudice). A grammatical distinction is often made between count 

(countable) nouns such as clock and city, andnon-count (uncountable) nouns such 

as milk and decor. Some nouns can function to be either countable or uncountable such the word 

"wine" (This is a good wine, I prefer red wine). 

Countable nouns generally have singular and plural forms.In most cases the plural is formed 

from the singular by adding -es (as in dogs, bushes), although there are alsoirregular forms 

(woman/women, foot/feet, etc.), including cases where the two forms are identical 

(sheep, series). For more details, see English plural. 
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Certain nouns can take plural verbs even though they are singular in form, as in The government 

were ... (where the government is considered to refer to the people constituting the government). 

This, a form of synesis, is more common in British than American English. See English plural: 

Singulars with collective meaning treated as plural. 

English nouns are not marked for case as they are in some languages, but they 

have possessive forms, formed by the addition of -'s (as in John's, children's), or just 

an apostrophe(with no change in pronunciation) in the case of -es plurals and sometimes other 

words ending with -s (the dogs' owners, Jesus' love). More generally, the ending can be applied 

to noun phrases (as in the man you saw yesterday's sister); see below. The possessive form can 

be used either as a determiner (John's cat) or as a noun phrase (John's is the one next to Jane's). 

For details, see English possessive. 

Noun phrases 

Noun phrases are phrases that function grammatically as nouns within sentences, for example as 

the subject or object of a verb. Most noun phrases have a noun as their head.  

An English noun phrase typically takes the following form (not all elements need be present): 

DETERMINER + PRE-MODIFIERS + NOUN + POSTMODIFIERS/COMPLEMENT 

In this structure: 

 the determiner may be an article (the, a[n]) or other equivalent word, as described in the 

following section. In many contexts it is required for a noun phrase to include some 

determiner. 

 pre-modifiers include adjectives and some adjective phrases (such as red, really lovely), 

and noun adjuncts (such as college in the phrase the college student). Adjectival modifiers 

usually come before noun adjuncts. 

 a complement or post modifier may be a prepositional phrase (... of London), a relative 

clause (like  ...which we saw yesterday), certain adjective or participial phrases (... sitting on 

the beach), or a dependent clause or infinitive phrase appropriate to the noun (like ... that the 

world is round after a noun such as fact or statement, or ... to travel widely after a noun such 

as desire). 
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An example of a noun phrase that includes all of the above-mentioned elements is that rather 

attractive young college student to whom you were talking. Here that is the 

determiner, rather attractive and young are adjectival pre-modifiers, college is a noun 

adjunct, student is the noun serving as the head of the phrase, and to whom you were talking 

is a post-modifier (a relative clause in this case). Notice the order of the pre-modifiers; the 

determiner that must come first and the noun adjunct college must come after the adjectival 

modifiers. 

Coordinating conjunctions such as and, or, and but can be used at various levels in noun 

phrases, as in John, Paul, and Mary; the matching green coat and hat; a dangerous but 

exciting ride; a person sitting down or standing up. See Conjunctions below for more 

explanation. 

Noun phrases can also be placed in apposition (where two consecutive phrases refer to the 

same thing), as in that president, Abraham Lincoln, ... (where that president andAbraham 

Lincoln are in apposition). In some contexts the same can be expressed by a prepositional 

phrase, as in the twin curses of famine and pestilence (meaning "the twin curses" that are 

"famine and pestilence"). 

Particular forms of noun phrases include: 

 phrases formed by the determiner the with an adjective, as in the homeless, the 

English (these are plural phrases referring to homeless people or English people in 

general); 

 phrases with a pronoun rather than a noun as the head (see below); 

 phrases consisting just of a possessive; 

 infinitive and gerund phrases, in certain positions; 

 certain clauses, such as that clauses and relative clauses like what he said, in certain 

positions. 
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Chapter 10 

English Grammar II 

Determiners 

English determiners constitute a relatively small class of words. They include 

the articles the, an (and in some contexts some), 

certain demonstrative and interrogative words such as this, that, and which, possessives such 

as my and whose (the role of determiner can also be played by noun possessive forms such 

as John's and the girl's), various quantifying words like all, many, various, 

and numerals (one, two, etc.). There are also many phrases (such as a couple of) that can 

play the role of determiners. 

Determiners are used in the formation of noun phrases (see above). Many words that serve as 

determiners can also be used as pronouns (this, that, many, etc.) 

Determiners can be used in certain combinations, such as all the water and the 

many problems. 

In many contexts, it is required for a noun phrase to be completed with an article or some 

other determiner. It is not grammatical to say just cat sat on table; one must say my cat sat on 

the table. The most common situations in which a complete noun phrase can be formed 

without a determiner are when it refers generally to a whole class or concept (as indogs are 

dangerous and beauty is subjective) and when it is a name (Jane, Spain, etc.) This is 

discussed in more detail at English articles and Zero article in English. 

Pronouns 

Pronouns are a relatively small, closed class of words that function in the place of nouns or 

noun phrases. They include personal pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, relative 

pronouns, interrogative pronouns, and some others, mainly indefinite pronouns. 

 

Personal pronouns 

The personal pronouns of modern standard English, and the corresponding possessive forms, 

are as follows: 
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  Nominative Oblique Reflexive 

Possessive 

determiner  

Possessive 

pronoun 

1st pers. sing. I me myself my mine 

2nd pers. 

sing./pl. 
you you yourself/yourselves your yours 

3rd pers. sing. she, he, it her, him, it herself, himself, itself her, his, its 
hers, his, 

(rare: its) 

1st pers. pl. we us ourselves our ours 

3rd pers. pl. they them themselves their theirs 

The second-person forms such as you are used with both singular and plural reference. In the 

Southern United States, y'all (you all) is used as a plural form, and various other phrases such 

as you guys are used in other places. An archaic set of pronouns used for singular reference 

is thou, thee, thyself, thy, thine, which are still used in religious services and can be seen in 

older works, such as Shakespeare's - in such texts, the word you is used as a plural 

form. You can also be used as an indefinite pronoun, referring to a person in general 

(see generic you) compared to the more formal alternative, one (reflexive oneself, 

possessive one's). 

The third-person singular forms are differentiated according to the sex of the referent. For 

example, she can be used to refer to a female person, sometimes a female animal, and 

sometimes an object to which female characteristics are attributed, such as a ship or a 

country. A male person, and sometimes a male animal, is referred to using he. In other 
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cases it can be used. The word it can also be used as a dummy subject, in sentences like It is 

going to be sunny this afternoon. 

The third-person plural forms such as they are sometimes used with singular reference, as 

a gender-neutral pronoun, as in each employee should ensure they tidy their desk. Despite its 

long history, this usage is sometimes considered ungrammatical 

The possessive determiners such as my are used as determiners together with nouns, as in my 

old man, some of his friends. The second possessive forms like mine are used when they do 

not qualify a noun: as pronouns, as in mine is bigger than yours, and as predicates, as in this 

one is mine. Note also the construction a friend of mine (meaning "someone who is my 

friend"). See English possessive for more details. 

Demonstrative and interrogative pronouns 

The demonstrative pronouns of English are this (plural these), and that (plural those), as 

in these are good, I like that. Note that all four words can also be used as determiners 

(followed by a noun), as in those cars. They can also then form the alternative pronominal 

expressions this/that one, these/those ones. 

The interrogative pronouns are who, what, and which (all of them can take the suffix -

ever for emphasis). The pronoun who refers to a person or people; it has an oblique 

form whom(though in informal contexts this is usually replaced by who), and a possessive 

form (pronoun or determiner) whose. The pronoun what refers to things or abstracts. The 

word which is used to ask about alternatives from what is seen as a closed set: which (of the 

books) do you like best? (It can also be an interrogative determiner: which book?; this can 

form the alternative pronominal expressions which one and which ones.) Which, who, 

and what can be either singular or plural, although who and what often take a singular verb 

regardless of any supposed number. For more information see who. 

All the interrogative pronouns can also be used as relative pronouns; see below for more 

details. 
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Relative pronouns 

The main relative pronouns in English are who (with its derived 

forms whom and whose), which, and that.  

The relative pronoun which refers to things rather than persons, as in the shirt, which used to 

be red, is faded. For persons, who is used (the man who saw me was tall). The oblique 

case form of who is whom, as in the man whom I saw was tall, although in informal 

registers who is commonly used in place of whom. 

The possessive form of who is whose (the man whose car is missing ...); however the use 

of whose is not restricted to persons (one can say an idea whose time has come). 

The word that as a relative pronoun is normally found only in restrictive relative 

clauses (unlike which and who, which can be used in both restrictive and unrestrictive 

clauses). It can refer to either persons or things, and cannot follow a preposition. For 

example, one can say the song that or which I listened to yesterday, but the song to 

which not to that I listened yesterday. The relative pronoun that is usually pronounced with a 

reduced vowel (schwa), and hence differently from the demonstrative that (see Weak and 

strong forms in English). If that is not the subject of the relative clause, it can be omitted (the 

song I listened to yesterday). 

The word what can be used to form a free relative clause – one that has no antecedent and 

that serves as a complete noun phrase in itself, as in I like what he likes. The words 

whatever and whichever can be used similarly, in the role of either pronouns (whatever he 

likes) or determiners (whatever book he likes). When referring to persons, who(ever) (and 

whom(ever)) can be used in a similar way (but not as determiners). 

There as pronoun 

The word there is used as a pronoun in some sentences, playing the role of a dummy subject, 

normally of an intransitive verb. The "logical subject" of the verb then appears as 

acomplement after the verb. 

This use of there occurs most commonly with forms of the verb be in existential clauses, to 

refer to the presence or existence of something. For example: There is a heaven; There are 
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two cups on the table; There have been a lot of problems lately. It can also be used with other 

verbs: There exist two major variants; There occurred a very strange incident. 

The dummy subject takes the number (singular or plural) of the logical subject 

(complement), hence it takes a plural verb if the complement is plural. In colloquial English, 

however, the contraction there's is often used where there are would be expected. 

The dummy subject can undergo inversion, Is there a test today? and Never has there been a 

man such as this. It can also appear without a corresponding logical subject, in short 

sentences and question tags: There wasn't a discussion, was there? There was. 

The word there in such sentences has sometimes been analyzed as an adverb, or as a 

dummy predicate, rather than as a pronoun. However, its identification as a pronoun is most 

consistent with its behavior in inverted sentences and question tags as described above. 

Because the word there can also be a deictic adverb (meaning "at/to that place"), a sentence 

like There is a river could have either of two meanings: "a river exists" (with there as a 

pronoun), and "a river is in that place" (with there as an adverb). In speech, the 

adverbial there would be given stress, while the pronoun would not – in fact the pronoun is 

often pronounced as a weak form, /ðə(r)/. 

Other pronouns 

Other pronouns in English are often identical in form to determiners (especially quantifiers), 

such as many, a little, etc. Sometimes the pronoun form is different, as 

with none(corresponding to the determiner no), nothing, everyone, somebody, etc. Many 

examples are listed at Indefinite pronoun. Another indefinite (or impersonal) pronoun 

is one (with its reflexive form oneself and possessive one's), which is a more formal 

alternative to generic you. 
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Chapter 11 

Verbs 

Verbs form the second largest word class after nouns. The basic form of an English verb is 

not generally marked by any ending, although there are certain suffixes that are frequently 

used to form verbs, such as -ate (formulate), -fy (electrify), and -

ise/ize (realise/realize).Many verbs also contain prefixes, such un- (unmask), out-

 (outlast), over-(overtake), and under- (undervalue).Verbs can also be formed from nouns 

and adjectives by conversion, as with the verbs snare, nose, dry, and calm. 

Most verbs have three or four inflected forms: a third-person singular present tense form in -

(e)s (writes, botches), a present participle and gerund form in -ing (writing), a past tense 

(wrote), and – though often identical to the past tense form – a past participle (written). 

Regular verbs have identical past tense and past participle forms in -ed, but there are 100 or 

so irregular English verbs with different forms (see list). The verbs have, do and say also 

have irregular third-person present tense forms (has, does /dʌz/, says /sɛz/). The verb behas 

the largest number of irregular forms (am, is, are in the present tense, was, were in the past 

tense, been for the past participle). 

Most of what are often referred to as verb tenses (or sometimes aspects) in English are 

formed using auxiliary verbs. Apart from what are called the simple present (write, writes) 

and simple past (wrote), there are also continuous (progressive) forms (am/is/are/was/were 

writing), perfect forms (have/has/had written, and the perfect continuous have/has/had been 

writing), future forms (will write, will be writing, will have written, will have been writing), 

and conditionals (also called "future in the past") with would in place of will. The 

auxiliaries shall and should sometimes replace will and would in the first person. For the 

uses of these various verb forms, see English verbs and English clause syntax. 

The infinitive is the basic form of the verb (be, write, play), although there is also a "to-

infinitive" (to be, to write, to play) used in many syntactical constructions. There are also 

infinitives corresponding to other aspects: (to) have written, (to) be writing, (to) have been 

writing. The second-person imperative is identical to the (basic) infinitive; other imperative 

forms may be made with let (let us go, or let's go; let them eat cake). 
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A form identical to the infinitive can be used as a present subjunctive in certain contexts: It is 

important that he follow them or ... that he be committed to the cause. There is also a past 

subjunctive (distinct from the simple past only in the possible use of were instead of was), 

used in some conditional sentences and similar: if I were (or was) rich ...; were he to arrive 

now ...; I wish she were (or was) here. For details see English subjunctive. 

The passive voice is formed using the verb be (in the appropriate tense or form) with the past 

participle of the verb in question: cars are driven, he was killed, I am being tickled, it is nice 

to be pampered, etc. The performer of the action may be introduced in a prepositional phrase 

with by (as in they were killed by the invaders). 

The English modal verbs consist of the core 

modals can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would, as well as ought (to), had 

better, and in some uses dare and need. These do not inflect for person or number, and do not 

have infinitive or participle forms (except synonyms, as with be/being/been able (to) for the 

modals can/could). The modals are used with the basic infinitive form of a verb (I can swim, 

he may be killed, we dare not move, need they go?), except for ought, which takes to (you 

ought to go). 

The copula be, along with the modal verbs and the other auxiliaries, form a distinct class, 

sometimes called "special verbs" or simply "auxiliaries".
[9]

 These have different syntax from 

ordinary lexical verbs, especially in that they make their interrogative forms by 

plain inversion with the subject, and their negative forms by adding not after the verb (could 

I ...? I could not ...). Apart from those already mentioned, this class may also include used 

to (although the forms did he use to? and he didn't use to are also found), and sometimes 

have even when not an auxiliary (forms like have you a sister? and he hadn't a clue are 

possible, though becoming less common). It also includes the auxiliary do (does, did); this is 

used with the basic infinitive of other verbs (those not belonging to the "special verbs" class) 

to make their question and negation forms, as well as emphatic forms (do I like you?; he 

doesn't speak English; we did close the fridge). For more details of this, see do-support. 

Some forms of the copula and auxiliaries often appear as contractions, as in I'm for I 

am, you'd for you would or you had, and John's for John is. Their negated forms with 

followingnot are also often contracted. For detail see English auxiliaries and contractions. 
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Verb phrases 

A verb together with its dependents, excluding its subject, may be identified as a verb 

phrase (although this concept is not acknowledged in all theories of grammar). A verb phrase 

headed by a finite verb may also be called a predicate. The dependents may be objects, 

complements, and modifiers (adverbs or adverbial phrases). In English, objects and 

complements nearly always come after the verb; a direct object precedes other complements 

such as prepositional phrases, but if there is an indirect object as well, expressed without a 

preposition, then that precedes the direct object: give me the book, but give the book to me. 

Adverbial modifiers generally follow objects, although other positions are possible (see 

under Adverbs below). Certain verb–modifier combinations, particularly when they have 

independent meaning (such as take on and get up), are known as "phrasal verbs". 

For details of possible patterns, see English clause syntax. See the Non-finite clauses section 

of that article for verb phrases headed by non-finite verb forms, such as infinitives and 

participles. 

Adjectives 

English adjectives, as with other word classes, cannot in general be identified as such by 

their form,
[11]

 although many of them are formed from nouns or other words by the addition 

of a suffix, such as -al (habitual), -ful (blissful), -ic (atomic), -ish (impish, youngish), -

ous (hazardous), etc.; or from other adjectives using a prefix: disloyal, irredeemable, 

unforeseen, overtired. 

Adjectives may be used attributively, as part of a noun phrase (nearly always preceding the 

noun they modify), as in the big house, or predicatively, as in the house is big. Certain 

adjectives are restricted to one or other use; for example, drunken is attributive (a drunken 

sailor), while drunk is usually predicative (the sailor was drunk). 

Comparison 

Many adjectives have comparative and superlative forms in -er and -est, such 

as faster and fastest (from the positive form fast). Spelling rules which maintain 

pronunciation apply to suffixing adjectives just as they do for similar treatment of regular 
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past tense formation; these cover consonant doubling (as in bigger and biggest, from big) and 

the change of y to i after consonants (as in happier and happiest, from happy). 

The adjectives good and bad have the irregular forms better, best and worse, worst; 

also far becomes farther, farthest or further, furthest. The adjective old (for which the regular 

older and oldest are usual) also has the irregular forms elder and eldest, these generally being 

restricted to use in comparing siblings and in certain independent uses. For the comparison 

of adverbs, see Adverbs below. 

Many adjectives, however, particularly those that are longer and less common, do not have 

inflected comparative and superlative forms. Instead, they can be qualified with more 

and most, as in beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful (this construction is also sometimes 

used even for adjectives for which inflected forms do exist). 

Certain adjectives are classed as ungradable. These represent properties that cannot be 

compared on a scale; they simply apply or do not, as with pregnant, dead, unique. 

Consequently, comparative and superlative forms of such adjectives are not normally used, 

except in a figurative, humorous or imprecise context. Similarly, such adjectives are not 

normally qualified with modifiers of degree such as very and fairly, although with some of 

them it is idiomatic to use adverbs such as completely. Another type of adjectives sometimes 

considered ungradable is those that represent an extreme degree of some property, such 

as delicious and terrified. 

Adjective phrases 

An adjective phrase is a group of words that plays the role of an adjective in a sentence. It 

usually has a single adjective as its head, to which modifiers and complements may be 

added.  

Adjectives can be modified by a preceding adverb or adverb phrase, as in very warm, truly 

imposing, more than a little excited. Some can also be preceded by a noun or quantitative 

phrase, as in fat-free, two-metre-long. 

Complements following the adjective may include: 

 prepositional phrases: proud of him, angry at the screen, keen on breeding toads; 
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 infinitive phrases: anxious to solve the problem, easy to pick up; 

 content clauses, i.e. that clauses and certain others: certain that he was right, unsure 

where they are; 

 after comparatives, phrases or clauses with than: better than you, smaller than I had 

imagined. 

An adjective phrase may include both modifiers before the adjective and a complement after 

it, as in very difficult to put away. 

Adjective phrases containing complements after the adjective cannot normally be used as 

attributive adjectives before a noun. Sometimes they are used attributively after the noun, as 

in a woman proud of being a midwife (where they may be converted into relative clauses: a 

woman who is proud of being a midwife), but it is wrong to say *a proud of being a midwife 

woman. Exceptions include very brief and often established phrases such as easy-to-use. 

(Certain complements can be moved to after the noun, leaving the adjective before the noun, 

as in a better man than you, a hard nut to crack.) 

Certain attributive adjective phrases are formed from other parts of speech, without any 

adjective as their head, as in a two-bedroom house, a no-jeans policy. 

Adverbs 

Adverbs perform a wide range of functions. They typically modify verbs (or verb phrases), 

adjectives (or adjectival phrases), or other adverbs (or adverbial phrases). However, adverbs 

also sometimes qualify noun phrases (only the boss; quite a lovely place); pronouns and 

determiners (almost all); prepositional phrases (halfway through the movie); or whole 

sentences, to provide contextual comment or indicate an attitude (Frankly, I don't believe 

you). They can also indicate a relationship between clauses or sentences (He died, 

and consequently I inherited the estate).  

Many English adverbs are formed from adjectives by adding the ending -ly, as 

in hopefully, widely, theoretically (for details of spelling and etymology, see -ly). Certain 

words can be used as both adjectives and adverbs, such as fast, straight, and hard. The adverb 

corresponding to the adjective good is well (note that bad forms the regular badly, 

although ill is occasionally used in some phrases). 
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There are also many adverbs that are not derived from adjectives, including adverbs of time, 

of frequency, of place, of degree and with other meanings. Some suffixes that are commonly 

used to form adverbs from nouns are -wards (as in homewards) and -wise (as in lengthwise). 

Most adverbs form comparatives and superlatives by modification with more and most: 

often, more often, most often; smoothly, more smoothly, most smoothly (see alsocomparison 

of adjectives, above). However, a few adverbs retain irregular inflection for comparative and 

superlative forms: much, more, most; a little, less, least; well, better,best; badly, worse, 

worst; far, further (farther), furthest (farthest); or follow the regular adjectival inflection: fast, 

faster, fastest; soon, sooner, soonest; etc. 

Adverbs indicating the manner of an action are generally placed after the verb and its objects 

(We considered the proposal carefully), although other positions are often possible 

(We carefully considered the proposal). Many adverbs of frequency, degree, certainty, etc. 

(such as often, always, almost, probably, and various others such as just) tend to be placed 

before the verb (they usually have chips), although if there is an auxiliary or other "special 

verb" (see Verbs above), then the normal position for such adverbs is after that special verb 

(or after the first of them, if there is more than one): I have just finished the crossword; She 

can usually manage a pint; We are never late; You might possibly have been unconscious. 

Adverbs that provide a connection with previous information (such as next, then, however), 

and those that provide the context (such as time or place) for a sentence, are typically placed 

at the start of the sentence: Yesterday we went on a shopping expedition.  

A special type of adverb is the adverbial particle used to form phrasal verbs (such 

as up in pick up, on in get on, etc.) If such a verb also has an object, then the particle may 

precede or follow the object, although it will normally follow the object if the object is a 

pronoun (pick the pen up or pick up the pen, but pick it up). 

Adverb phrases 

An adverb phrase is a phrase that acts as an adverb within a sentence.
[17]

 An adverb phrase 

may have an adverb as its head, together with any modifiers (other adverbs or adverb 

phrases) and complements, analogously to the adjective phrases described above. For 

example: very sleepily; all too suddenly; oddly enough; perhaps shockingly for us. 
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Another very common type of adverb phrase is the prepositional phrase, which consists of a 

preposition and its object: in the pool; after two years; for the sake of harmony. 
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Chapter 12 

Prepositions, Clauses and Conjunctions 

Prepositions form a closed word class although there are also certain phrases that serve as 

prepositions, such as in front of. A single preposition may have a variety of meanings, often 

including temporal, spatial and abstract. Many words that are prepositions can also serve as 

adverbs. Examples of common English prepositions (including phrasal instances) are of, in, 

on, over, under, to, from, with, in front of, behind, opposite, by, before, after, during, 

through, in spite of or despite, between, among, etc. 

A preposition is usually used with a noun phrase as its complement. A preposition together 

with its complement is called a prepositional phrase. Examples are in England, under the 

table, after six pleasant weeks, between the land and the sea. A prepositional phrase can be 

used as a complement or post-modifier of a noun in a noun phrase, as inthe man in the 

car, the start of the fight; as a complement of a verb or adjective, as in deal with the 

problem, proud of oneself; or generally as an adverb phrase (see above). 

English allows the use of "stranded" prepositions. This can occur in interrogative and relative 

clauses, where the interrogative or relative pronoun that is the preposition's complement is 

moved to the start (fronted), leaving the preposition in place. This kind of structure is 

avoided in some kinds of formal English. For example: 

 What are you talking about? (Possible alternative version: About what are you talking?) 

 The song that you were listening to ... (more formal: The song to which you were 

listening ...) 

Notice that in the second example the relative pronoun that could be omitted. 

Stranded prepositions can also arise in passive voice constructions and other uses of 

passive past participial phrases, where the complement in a prepositional phrase can 

become zero in the same way that a verb's direct object would: it was looked at; I will be 

operated on; get your teeth seen to. The same can happen in certain uses of infinitive 

phrases: he is nice to talk to; this is the page to make copies of. 
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Conjunctions 

Conjunctions express a variety of logical relations between items, phrases, clauses and 

sentences. The principal coordinating conjunctions in English are and, or, and but, as well 

as nor, so, yet and for. These can be used in many grammatical contexts to link two or more 

items of equal grammatical status, for example: 

 Noun phrases combined into a longer noun phrase, such as John, Eric, and Jill, the red 

coat or the blue one. When and is used, the resulting noun phrase is plural. A determiner 

does not need to be repeated with the individual elements: the cat, the dog, and the 

mouse and the cat, dog, and mouse are both correct. The same applies to other modifiers. 

(The word but can be used here in the sense of "except": nobody but you.) 

 Adjective or adverb phrases combined into a longer adjective or adverb phrase: tired but 

happy, over the fields and far away. 

 Verbs or verb phrases combined as in he washed, peeled, and diced the turnips (verbs 

conjoined, object shared); he washed the turnips, peeled them, and diced them (full verb 

phrases, including objects, conjoined). 

 Other equivalent items linked, such as prefixes linked in pre- and post-test 

counseling, numerals as in two or three buildings, etc. 

 Clauses or sentences linked, as in We came but they wouldn't let us in. They wouldn't let 

us in, nor would they explain what we had done wrong. 

There are also correlative conjunctions, where as well as the basic conjunction, an additional 

element appears before the first of the items being linked.
[19]

 The common correlatives in 

English are: 

 either ... or (either a man or a woman); 

 neither ... nor (neither clever nor funny); 

 both ... and (they both punished and rewarded them); 

 not ... but, particularly in not only ... but also (not exhausted but exhilarated, not only 

football but also many other sports). 

Subordinating conjunctions make relations between clauses, making the clause in which they 

appear into a subordinate clause. Some common subordinating conjunctions in English are: 
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 conjunctions of time, including after, before, since, until, when, while; 

 conjunctions of cause and effect, including because, since, now that, as, in order that, so; 

 conjunctions of opposition or concession, such as although, though, even 

though, whereas, while; 

 conjunctions of condition: such as if, unless, only if, whether or not, even if, in case 

(that); 

 the conjunction that, which produces content clauses, as well as words that produce 

interrogative content clauses: whether, where, when, how, etc. 

A subordinating conjunction generally comes at the very start of its clause, although many of 

them can be preceded by qualifying adverbs, as in probably because ..., especially if .... The 

conjunction that can be omitted after certain verbs, as in she told us (that) she was ready. 

(For the use of that in relative clauses, see Relative pronouns above.) 

Negation 

As noted above under Verbs, a finite indicative verb (or its clause) is negated by placing the 

word not after an auxiliary, modal or other "special" verb such as do, can or be. For example, 

the clause I go is negated with the appearance of the auxiliary do, as I do not go (see do-

support). When the affirmative already uses auxiliary verbs (I am going), no other auxiliary 

verbs are added to negate the clause (I am not going). (Until the period of early Modern 

English, negation was effected without additional auxiliary verbs: I go not.) 

Most combinations of auxiliary verbs etc. with not have contracted forms: don't, can't, isn't, 

etc. (Also the uncontracted negated form of can is written as a single word cannot.) On 

inversion of subject and verb (such as in questions; see below), the subject may be placed 

after a contracted negated form: Should he not pay? or Shouldn't he pay? 

Other elements, such as noun phrases, adjectives, adverbs, infinitive and participial phrases, 

etc., can be negated by placing the word not before them: not the right answer, not 

interesting, not to enter, not noticing the train, etc. 

When other negating words such as never, nobody, etc. appear in a sentence, the 

negating not is omitted (unlike its equivalents in many languages): I saw nothing or I didn't 

see anything, but not (except in non-standard speech) *I didn't see nothing (see Double 
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negative). Such negating words generally have corresponding negative polarity 

items (ever for never, anybody for nobody, etc.) which can appear in a negative context, but 

are not negative themselves (and can thus be used after a negation without giving rise to 

double negatives). 

Clause and sentence structure 

Main article: English clause syntax 

A typical sentence contains one independent clause and possibly one or more dependent 

clauses, although it is also possible to link together sentences of this form into longer 

sentences, using coordinating conjunctions (see above). 

A clause typically contains a subject (a noun phrase) and a predicate (a verb phrase in the 

terminology used above; that is, a verb together with its objects and complements). A 

dependent clause also normally contains a subordinating conjunction (or in the case of 

relative clauses, a relative pronoun or phrase containing one). English syntax is essentially of 

SVO (subject–verb–object) type; the verb precedes its object in the verb phrase, and the 

subject of the clause precedes the verb. 

Questions 

Like many other Western European languages, English historically allowed questions to be 

formed by inverting the positions of verb and subject. Modern English permits this only in 

the case of a small class of verbs ("special verbs"), consisting of auxiliaries as well as forms 

of the copula be (see subject–auxiliary inversion). To form a question from a sentence which 

does not have such an auxiliary or copula present, the auxiliary verb do (does, did) needs to 

be inserted, along with inversion of the word order, to form a question (see do-support). For 

example: 

 She can dance. → Can she dance? (inversion of subject she and auxiliary can) 

 I am sitting here. → Am I sitting here? (inversion of subject I and copula am) 

 The milk goes in the fridge. → Does the milk go in the fridge? (no special verb 

present; do-support required) 
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The above concerns yes-no questions, but inversion also takes place in the same way after 

other questions, formed with interrogative words such as where, what, how, etc. An 

exception applies when the interrogative word is the subject or part of the subject, in which 

case there is no inversion. For example: 

 I go. → Where do I go? (wh-question formed using inversion, with do-support required 

in this case) 

 He goes. → Who goes? (no inversion, because the question word who is the subject) 

Note that inversion does not apply in indirect questions: I wonder where he is (not *... where 

is he). Indirect yes-no questions can be expressed using if or whether as the interrogative 

word: Ask them whether/if they saw him. 

Negative questions are formed similarly; however if the verb undergoing inversion has 

a contraction with not, then it is possible to invert the subject with this contraction as a 

whole. For example: 

 John is going. (affirmative) 

 John is not going. / John isn't going. (negative, with and without contraction) 

 Is John not going? / Isn't John going? (negative question, with and without contraction) 

See also English auxiliaries and contractions: Contractions and inversion. 

Dependent clauses 

The syntax of a dependent clause is generally the same as that of an independent clause, 

except that the dependent clause usually begins with a subordinating conjunction or relative 

pronoun (or phrase containing such). In some situations (as already described) the 

conjunction or relative pronoun that can be omitted. Another type of dependent clause with 

no subordinating conjunction is the conditional clause formed by inversion (see below). 

Other uses of inversion 

The clause structure with inverted subject and verb, used to form questions as described 

above, is also used in certain types of declarative sentence. This occurs mainly when the 

sentence begins with an adverbial or other phrase that is essentially negative or contains 
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words such as only, hardly, etc.: Never have I known someone so stupid; Only in France can 

such food be tasted. 

In elliptical sentences (see below), inversion takes place after so (meaning "also") as well as 

after the negative neither: so do I, neither does she. 

Inversion can also be used to form conditional clauses, beginning 

with should, were (subjunctive), or had, in the following ways: 

 should I win the race (equivalent to if I win the race); 

 were he a soldier (equivalent to if he were a soldier); 

 were he to win the race (equivalent to if he were to win the race, i.e. if he won the race); 

 had he won the race (equivalent to if he had won the race). 

Other similar forms sometimes appear, but are less common. There is also a construction 

with subjunctive be, as in be he alive or dead (meaning "no matter whether he is alive or 

dead"). 

Use of inversion to express a third-person imperative is now mostly confined to the 

expression long live X, meaning "let X live long". 

Imperatives 

In an imperative sentence (one giving an order), there is usually no subject in the 

independent clause: Go away until I call you. It is possible, however, to include you as the 

subject for emphasis: You stay away from me. 

Elliptical constructions 

Many types of elliptical construction are possible in English, resulting in sentences that omit 

certain redundant elements. Various examples are given in the article on Ellipsis. 

Some notable elliptical forms found in English include: 

 Short statements of the form I can, he isn't, we mustn't. Here the verb phrase (understood 

from the context) is reduced to a single auxiliary or other "special" verb, negated if 

appropriate. If there is no special verb in the original verb phrase, it is replaced 

by do/does/did: he does, they didn't. 
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 Clauses that omit the verb, in particular those like me too, nor me, me neither. The latter 

forms are used after negative statements. (Equivalents including the verb: I do too orso 

do I; I don't either or neither do I.) 

 Tag questions, formed with a special verb and pronoun subject: isn't it?; were there?; am 

I not? 

History of English grammars 

Main article: History of English grammars 

The first published English grammar was a Pamphlet for Grammar of 1586, written by 

William Bullokar with the stated goal of demonstrating that English was just as rule-based as 

Latin. Bullokar's grammar was faithfully modeled on William Lily's Latin 

grammar, Rudimenta Grammatices (1534), used in English schools at that time, having been 

"prescribed" for them in 1542 by Henry VIII. Bullokar wrote his grammar in English and 

used a "reformed spelling system" of his own invention; but many English grammars, for 

much of the century after Bullokar's effort, were written in Latin, especially by authors who 

were aiming to be scholarly. John Wallis's Grammatica Linguae Anglicanae (1685) was the 

last English grammar written in Latin. 

Even as late as the early 19th century, Lindley Murray, the author of one of the most widely 

used grammars of the day, was having to cite "grammatical authorities" to bolster the claim 

that grammatical cases in English are different from those in Ancient Greek or Latin. 

Seven Types of Meaning 

A word is the smallest unit of spoken language which has meaning and can stand alone, it is a 

written representation of one or more sounds which can be spoken to represent an idea, object, 

action, etc. in order to be understood by the people, a word must have a meaning. 

Most words have more than one meaning, it is the characteristic of words that a single word may 

have several meaning, in fact, words may play an enormous part in our life. Words are used to 

express something and also conveys feelings about we are describing. Words are used not in 

isolation but related to human situation. It is through our experience with them in human 

situation that they take on meaning. 

If we talk about words, we can not avoid talking about the study of meaning (semantics). The 

meaning of word is often complex, having such component   as a picture, an idea, a quality, a 
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relationship and personal feelings and association. Lyons 1977:643 in Palmer1981:40-41) 

suggested that we should draw a distinction between sentence meaning and utterance meaning, 

the sentence meaning being directly predictable from the grammatical and lexical features of the 

sentence, while utterance meaning includes all the various types of meaning, then, is the part of 

meaning of a sentence that we are going to discuss in the next following. Lyons states that, 

utterance meaning is the part of meaning of a sentence that is directly related to grammatical and 

lexical features, but is obtained either from associated prosodic and paralinguistic features or 

from the content, linguistic and non-linguistic. The seven types of meaning are as follows:       

  

  

Conceptual Meaning. 

Conceptual meaning is sometimes called denotative meaning or cognitive meaning, it is widely 

assumed to be the central factor in linguistic communication. Larson noted that denotative 

meaning is also called as primary meaning, that is the meaning suggested by the word when it 

used alone. It is the first meaning or usage which a word will suggest to most people when the 

word is said in isolation. it is the meaning  learned early in life and likely to have reference to a 

physical situation (Larson, 1984: 100) 

      The denotation of word is its agreed-upon sense-what it refers to, stands for, or designates, a 

part from the feeling it may call up, and this again is able for a good deal on the context the 

words that appears in. 

      It is said that the aim of denotative meaning is to provide, for any given interpretation of a 

sentence, a configuration of abstract symbols, in which shows exactly what we need to know if 

we are to distinguish that meaning from all other possible sentence meaning in the language. 

  

Connotative Meaning. 

As we experience, words are human situations, they not only take on certain denotation, but also 

often acquire individual flavors. They have come to have emotive tone, the associations, and 

suggestiveness of the situation in which they have been a part. For example let us examine the 

words ―brink‖. This denotes on ―edge‖. However in the phrase ―The brink of the cliff‖ or‖ the 

brink of disaster‖, this word suggest danger and its emotive tone is that of fear. 



According to Leech (1974: 40-41) connotative meaning is the communicative value an 

expression has by virtue of what it refers to, over and above its purely conceptual content. It will 

be clear if we are talking about connotation, we are in fact talking about the ―real word 

experience‖. Someone associates with an expression when someone uses and hears it. The fact 

that if we compared connotative meaning with denotative meaning is that connotations are 

relatively unstable; that is they vary considerably we have seen, according to culture, historical 

period, and the experience of the individual. Although all the speaker of particular language 

speaks the language exactly the same conceptual framework, actually each of them has 

individual perception of words. Connotative meaning is indeterminate and open in the same way 

as our knowledge and belief about the universe are opened-ended. Connotations play a major 

role in the language of literature, of politics, of advertising, and a greeting card. 

  

Stylistic Meaning. 

Stylistic meaning is that which a piece of language conveys about the circumstances of its use. A 

recent account of English has recognized some main dimensions of stylistic variation. For 

instance: 

1.      They chucked a stone at the cops, and then did a bunk with the loot. 

2.      After casting a stone at the police, they absconded with the money. 

Sentence (1) could be said by the two criminals, talking casually about the crime afterwards; 

sentence (2) might be said by the chief of the police  in making the official report; both could 

describe the same happening (Leech, 1974: 15) 

  

Affective Meaning. 

Affective meaning is a sort of meaning which  an effect the personal feeling of speakers, 

including his/her attitude to the listener, or his/her attitude to something he/she talking about. In 

order to get people attention to be quiet, we might say either (1)‖I‘m terribly sorry to interrupt,  

but I wonder if you would be so kind as to lower your voice as a little‖ or (2) ―Will you belt up‖. 

Factors such as intonation and voice timbre are also important here. The impression of politeness 

in the sentence (1) can be reserved by tone of biting sarcasm; sentence (2) can be turn into a 

playful remark between intimates if delivered with the intonation of a mild request. 

  



Reflected Meaning. 

Reflected meaning involves an interconnection on the lexical level of language, it is the meaning, 

which arises in case of multiple conceptual meaning, when one senses of word forms part of our 

response to another sense. For instance, on hearing the Church service, the synonymous 

expressions The Comforter and The Holy Ghost both refer to the Third Trinity, but the 

Comforter sounds warm and comforting, while the Holy Ghost sounds awesome. 

  

Collocative Meaning. 

Collocative meaning consists of the associations a word acquire s on account of the meanings of 

the words, which tends to occur in its environment. For instance the words pretty and handsome 

share common ground in the meaning of good looking. But may be distinguished by the range of 

noun in which they are like to occur or collocate; Pretty woman and handsome man. The ranges 

may well match although they suggest a different kind of attractiveness of the adjectives. 

  

Thematic Meaning. 

This is the final category of meaning, thematic meaning is the meaning that is communicated by 

the way in which the speaker or writer organizes the message, in terms of ordering, focus, and 

emphasis. It is often felt an active sentence such as (1) below has a different meaning from its 

passive equivalent (2) although in conceptual content they seem to be the same (Leech. 1974: 19) 

1.      Mrs. Bessie Smith donated the first prize. 

2.      The first prize was donated by Mrs. Bessie Smith 

We can assume that the active sentence answers an implicit question ―what did Mrs. Bessie 

Smith donate?‖, while the passive sentence answer the implicit question ―who donates the first 

prize?‖, that  
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